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To 
THE RIGHT 
HONOURABLE 


the Earle of Nor- 
thuwberland. 


IR: (a for 
other No- | 
bler Tules they 

are but ſepara- 
ble Accidents) if Vertwe bel 
no t00 partially over ſwayed | 
by Fortune, 1 bave here caft 
1nt0 4 ſmall Volume a large | 
ſumme of love, Such atove 

as tic rather warramed by a 


durifullobſervanceiban any 


| 


A.2 ſhadew 
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ſhadow of Complement, | 
may one day open my ſe'fe, 
when either opinion uw with. 
out ears,or ſuggeſtion with. 
out eyes, Here you may View 
and reade Vertae perſonated 
in moleration:bere you may, 
kmw and prove Moder &1- 
on to be the life of Vertae, 
Be apreſident ro your ſelf: 
what you ſhould bee, as you 
are a preſident to others of 
what you are. Tt ſufficeth me 
that I mask in the true (im- 
pleneſſe of 4 loyall honeſite, 
and there ſhal no time ſteale 
from my remembrance, 
wherein I will faile to wit- 
ue the payment of a due 

t of thankfulneſſe to one 
| = 


DEDICATORY. 


principal ' great in being 
Nobly fiiled in bis 


owne worth 
nelle. 
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Honefte ſapit qui non ſerotvit 
malo publics, 


Fon 


THE 
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| Enasth 
18 all the Sons 
of their Mo-/ 
5 thers, arc all 
the ſubjets of miſcry ; 
borne to live few dayes 
in many dangers : whoſe 
glory (if they were Mo- 
narchs of their owne de- 
fires) may be well com- 
pared to their ſhadowes 


inthe Sunne , For,as the 
3 A 4 bo- 


—_— -  l— _— 
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bodies ſhadow 15 at 
' Morning betore us , at| 
| Noone befide us, and at] 
Night behindeus ; fo is 
earthly glory , at Mor- 
ning or inthe prime be- 
fore us, 1n a goodly lus 
ſtre ; at Noone or inthe | 
full, beſides us, in a vio» 
lent heat; at Nightorin 
the wane, behind us, ing 
neglected pity. Thedit- 
ferece that 15,1S among! 
ſome, that at Noone, or 
in the Meridian of their! [ 
greatneſſe,in ſtead of ha- C 
ving their glory beſide s 
them, they are thEſelves| Þ| [8 
beſide their glory, But 0 
ſuch undoubtedly , arc 


rathcri 


—  —_—____ 


rather ſtrangers to the 
bloud of Vertue, than a- 
ny way inducd with the 
ſpirit of perfe& noble- 
neſſe.But ſounſetled are 
the grounds of frailties 
courles,as here 15 yet not 
the totall ſumme of be- 
ing miſerable. It men 
[could as well frame their 
miads to their change of 
fortunes, as their change 
of misfortunes doth cor: 
rupt their mindes, great- 
nefſe would as truly wel- 
come calamurie , as the 
baſe dorejoyce in being 
great, Hereunto norrhe 
outward ations of the 
bodice, but the inward 
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temper ofthemind muſt 
be framed, fincethe firſt, 
arc but handmaids tothe 

latter, Even as one jying| 
in the bed of viſitation 
and death, doth not ther-| 
fore die becauſe hee is 
ſick,but becauſe he lives 
( for the deprivation of | 
life isdeath,not ſicknes) 
ſo the mind of man divi- 
ded by the conſumprti-| 
on & diſeaſe of humour, 

being rouched with afMi-! 
Rion, is not therefore | 
miſerable becauſe it ſut- 
fers miſcry, but becauſe 
it hath onceraſted (and 
beene lifted up to) hap- 


pincſle, 
Wo! ] 
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The Golden Meane, fo 
anciently commended , 
1s onely there perfe&- 
ly obſerved, where true 
Wiſdome and true No- 
bility _ ſpec all or- 
| naments of a prepared 

frh 


' mind: In which,ifthoſe 
ty © meet, 1s figurativ cly 
included an allufion ro 
the Sea : which, though 
clouds raine don -ne into 
irwaters from above.and 
waters ſend flouds here 
bencath, yet doth it re- 
taine all, either without 
lofle of falrneſſe, or any 
ſhew of overflowing : 
The minde of a Wile 
and Noble man is ſuch, 
| that 


es 
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that what or how many 
guſts and tides of adver- | 
litie aflauit bim, they 

may at all times rather | 
arme, than at any time | 
oppreſle him, ſince his 

relolution cannot over- 
flow with the rudeneſſe 
of paſſion , for that his 
excellent & refined tem- 
perature w1ll ever rctaine 
the falt of judgement 
and moderation ; the 
oORnRe proving a Wiſe, the 
other a Noble man. 

In ſorrowes gf adver- 
ities nothing Is ſo fear- 
tul as feare it ſelfe,which 
paſſion of weaknes is fo 
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below the heart of ver- 
re 
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tue;that a minde trained 
|up inthe exerciſes of ho-| 
| nour, cannot as much as | 

| let fall one looke to be- 
hold it. If irbe inquired 

| what it 15,07 to whatuſe- 

| fullend, eirhcr ofcaſe or 

' policy, it may bee im- 
ployed , 1n the firſt will 

be found little leſſe than 

|a deſperate baſeneſle, in 

(the latter nothing more 
[than an ungrounded do- 
ſperatenefſſe. A man in 

[the float of profperitie 
to feare that he may fall, 
argues both the diftruſt 
ot his owne merit, or the 
danger of his diſpoſiti- 
on, A man in theebbe 


| 
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of his plenrie, to feare a 
- [worſe miſchicfe than 
that of being poore or 
deſpiſed, argues bcth his 
unworthineſſe in procu- 
ringand his impatiencie; 
in bearing his fortune, 
Fearewith hope,is the 
ready witneſle of baſe- 
[nefle : Feare without 
(hope, the proclaimer of 
folly. And it there can 
| bee any miſery ſuper'a- 
[tive,or if it were pollible 
'thatthere couldbean cx- 
treme in meaſure, it is in 
the feare of thoſe twain; 
yet doubtleſſe the hea- 
vieſt ofthe twotorments 


is to feare without hope. 
Either | 


CO 


Eicher of which, co a 
wind Noble and vyertu- 
2us, are fo much a ſtran- 
ger, as there cannot bee 
found an interpreter , 
who to an honourable 
reſolution can inforce 
either the eonftruRion 
or underſtanding there- 
of. For it is meerely im- 
poſſible for a great and 
excellent ſpirit ro con- 
ceive thoughts ecnding 
to baſlenefle , as for the 
baſe to apprehend the 
ſingular defignesbelong- 
ing to the Nobly-min- 
ded Soon then it is to be 
(obſerved, that the diſtin- 
Fr berween a worthy 
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and 
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andafervile e perſon, muſt 
bee rather found out in 
the qualitie of their 
mindes, than the-com- 
mand of authoritic and! 
complement. In which it] 
is alſo farther to be ob-| 
ſerved, that in the com- 
poſition of cheir minds,} }} | 
enere 13 as great and ex-| ff |: 
quifire choice ro bee 
made, aſwell how as | 
| wherein the excellencic | 
of ſuch -a compotition | 
| 
| 


muſt be remarxed. The 
ſervile weakneſſe of ſuch 
whoſe educarion,nature, | 
expericnce.,aud wiſdome | 
cannot claime any pri9- | 
rity in deſert, is ſo great, | 
as 
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245 it only ſhewes that it 
diſtaſterh not calamitie, 
ſo long as it is full fed 
with the happineſle of 
plenty and cafe. In the 
worthy and deſertful ir is 
nothing ſo : for they tra- 
ly confidering the cu- 
ſtome and neceſſitie (as 
they are men) of feeling 
change of ſtarcs, Coever 
arme their refolurion, 
before it come, for cala: 
miey, as when it comes, 
in it, againſt calami- 
tie, wherein if the grear 
and vertuons accidental- 
ly (not to ſpeake of di- 
vine provicence) fall, 


they therin chiefly ſhew 
. the 
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the verrue,of their great- 
neſſe, and che grearneſſe | 
of their vertue, in that | 
they know they thcn| 
feele no more than at all 
times they were ordai-| 
ned to beare. Such refer | 
all accidents of infclici- 
tie, to the incidence of ) 
their frailty ; meaſuring 
that being Men \theyare 
| but the miſcries of men 

that may befall them,[t 
was (notto bee tedious: 
in examples) a wonder- 
full noblenefſe and con- 
ſtancie in Jſocacrins, a] 
clicte man of Amiech, 
who ſtanding at rhe Bar | 
of judgement, was po 
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ken to by Poſexs the So- 
veraigne,who ſaid ; Seeſt 
thaw. not Ifocacins in whas 
plight thow art 2 ISOCA- 
cIus anſwered bim, 7 
ee it (quoth he) and mar- 
vellnor z for ſince 1 am my 
ſelfe bumane, I am come in- 
to an humane miſery. 
Rareand wonderfal! 

was the courage & tems 


periceofrhisuniraitated 


Nobleman : and furely, 
where che minde is con- 
formable, to remember 
itiscarried in a body cf 


| 


| 


Fleſh, Diſcretion is the 
plotrer, and moderation 
the actor of a notable 
worke, This work,2s it 18 
ro 
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of, 


CCC CC 


The Golden Mean. 


to becontirued withfn- 
gular fortirnde, ſo muſt 
there a foundation bee 
laid of an eſpeciall wiſe- 
dome ; for he who will 
climbe to the ful height 
| of deſerved glorts, muſt 
aſcend by the degrees 
of deſerving fore-caſt : 
which fore-caſt, is even 
the ground-work or ba- 
fis of perfeft Vere in ex- 
rremity. le behuverh hen 
a Noble and wiſe man, 
{oro order the frame of 
his minde, .that in what 
Sun-ſhine of greatneſle 
ſoever hee bee, hee may 
ever expect a ſtorm to0- 


yercloud his cminence. 
And 
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And this is to be done 
by judiciallyexamining, 
what the greateſt rem 
all bleſſings approved 
oy the vulgar opinion,in 
hang owne properties 
are, and how ſubje to 
monthly, daily, hourely 
alteration : As what ri- 
chesare they ( as wealth 
is underftood ) whom 
|poverty and famine may 
not ſuddenly follow > 
'what honour ts that (as 
politique digaitic 15 Un- 
derſtood) whoſe power, 
whole largeneſle, whoſe 
dependences may not be 
followed by blemiſh,by 
envic,or by extrerie COn- 
| tempt > 


oe mt 
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worldly yernment 15 
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—_— ruine bee 

= depopulanon, and 
miſchicfc 2 

Proſperity _—_—— 
t apron runes 
_—_ ſandred, for ſome 
times is ſcant an houres 
difference betweene a 
Throne and a Cottage: 
whereby all men may know 
that the condition of every 
man ts changeable , ndth the 
wiſe may 4 Sibat whatſo- 


ever may appen to another, 
Way t0 himſclfe. 
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| 
temptzwhat Kingdom i is 
| _—_ as command and 


Ta ancient Records 
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ay ofthe Henyres, Kings 
of \ 


Pompey for wealth, Seja- 
mes tor honour , Prolomy 
for Kingdomes, are me- 
morable : yet was Pompey 
for all his wealth poore, 
and beg'd; Sejanus forall 
his honour diſgraced & 
executed: Prolomy forall 
his Kingdoms forgotten 
and extinguiſht, If wee 
would enquire into our 
owne moderne (Chroni- 
cles ; wee may reade of 
Woolſey the Cardinall, a- 

ing in riches, and 
abounding in mileric : 
Robert Earle of Eſſex, 
propt up in honours,and 
caſt downe by cnvie. Ma- 


————_ i" II" i i _ —_— — 


| of much powerand ſmall 
fortune:other onr Hiſto- 
ries mention,who might, 


as fitly be here induced, 
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[but that thoſe being! 
freſheſt in memory, w_ 
/all within the compaſſe 
| of once age, will ſooner | 
' ſtirreup our hearts, and 
| worke an impreſſion in; 
| ourbeliefes, than others, 
| whoare with us of leſſe 
| credit, becauſe of more 
| ant1quitie, . 

Such men, as guided 
by the motions which! 
perſivade them to ſhrink 
underthe weight other; 
aflitions wheErhey hap- 
pen, and do indeed yeeld 


| unto! 
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unto that weakneſle, doe: 
but ſtand in their owne 
light, and deprive them- 
ſelves of thebeſt and on- 
ly meanes which ſhould 
fn the ſtrengthof mu 
Courage inthe C 

of their ſtrength , in 5 


_ the C ynick Phi-| 


lolopher told. Al: xander, 
ſanding betweene- him 
and the Sun,that he took 


that from him, that hee 
could not give himgzwhe 
men ſo unarmed againſt 
theneceſſtry of ther ſuf 
frances, need not an 4- 
lexander to ſhadow them 
from comfort, ſfince their 
owne childiſhneſle is ſo 

B great 
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a diſcomfort, as| 
tharthey wantno ſecon- 
dary interruption, from 
| the way to learne and 
enjoy unhappineſle, 

It is too uſuall a cu- 
| ſtome amongſt friends 
; in calamity, (if calami- 
| tie may be ſaid to finde 
| friends, as it feldome 
| doth)rathcrtodiſhearten 
| the party grieved, than 
| by counſell and r_ 
| ragement to ſtrengt 
him in a forward parl 
| verance in reſolution, 
| Doubtleſſe ſuch a one a5 
{is not deafe to the dil. 
cord of theſe paſſionate 


| reperitions,is much nca- 
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rer to deſpaire than re- 
medie, into which milſe- 


ry if hefall, hee is traly 


miſcrable, and more mi- 
ſcrablethan any ordina- 


are ſubje&t unto, can 
wake another more re- 
{olvedly temperedat any 
time to fecle : tor which 
cauſe the conſideration 


what (ome in former 


times have beene, 1s an 
eſpecialand ſure ground 
ofeaſe; (if it be rightly 
applicd)toacknow x nhl 
what he himſelfe now 15, 
and this is not an idle la- 


bour tolabour to artaine 


b 


Ba may 


_— ©. 


ry misfortune that men| 


one dire ru'e whictt! 
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may lead-to thatworthy 
ind 


of that pertect vertue we 
ſpeake ot. 


deration ro the building 
of this excellent worke 
of a reſolved and prepa- 
red minde, is even 4n the 


laſking monument 


Another effectual cvli- 


focidation to be thought 
on, For if there beeno 
certainty in Wealth, in 
Honour, in SOveralgnty| 
(inthe fruition ofw 
chiefly,if not onely,reſl 
eth the Paradiſe of an 
earthly Heaven) much, 
leſfſe aſſurance may | 
dream't of in any infert-| 
our pleaſures,for which a! 
wuc' 
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wiſe man(who is the true 
Nobleman) ought thus 
torelolve, that he is not 
Lord of his owne minde 
who is undanted.as long 
as his fortunes are mini- 
ſters to his wil:but when 
he is caſt-down,or rather 
caſt away in his hopes, 
undone in his expectati- 
on, ſet below his owne 
heart,unfri ,and the 
ſubjetofuncomtorting_ | 
pity : Hethen who now 

witneſſcth by his mode- 

ration in thoſe ſadnefles, 
the courage of his No-| 
bleneſſe, by the Noble- 

neſſe of his Wiſdome is 

borh perfetly wiſe in 

B 3 be- 
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being ſo couragious,and 
rfetly couragious 
ſonoble.It was 

we ſaid of one, that 4 
calme Sea and a farre Wind 
proves mot a Sailers hill, A | 
ſure Pilot is proved ina 
doubtfull ſtorme, and a 


wife ndble mind is tru] 
tricd inthe ftorme of 
verſiry, not in rhe calme 


vies nothing more than 
a (ctled well - 
_ reſolution; and fuch | 
2 Mariner deferves rc» 
membrance to poſterity, 
who ur ſhipwracke dies, 
imbracing the Maft, ra- 


of felicitie, Formne en» f 


ther than he who _ 2 


ll i. 


The Golden Meane. 
"" feare of drowning 


leapes into.the Sca. 
Can it bee imagined 
that a fellow by law ap- 
pointed to. ſome ſevere 
death ſhouldbe repured 


valiant 1 when theexc 


the command of Juſtice 
the wofull priſoner wink 
in feare to ſee his owne 
bloud > Is this praiſe- 
worthy whe we are more 
terrified with the fight of 
our _—_— than with 
laſting an _ | 
th Surely nozyet fuc 

is the madnefle of thoſe 
who have not learn't to 
conquer by bearing their 


B 4 deſti- 
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deſtinies, as whe the tide 
of ſorrowes ruſh upon 
them,chey do ſoimpati- 
ently accuſe themſelves 
of wretchednes, as truly 
they do nothingelſebur 
wink(& herein deſerve as 
much contempt as thoſe 
that winke) for feare to 
behold the execurions 

they are to undergoe. 
As it oftentimes 1s 
ſeen the only way to put 
ſome notorious foole 
that eſteemes the perfe- 
Rion of of a brave ſpirit 
to conſiſt inthe foppery 
of unſcemely behaviour 
(fitly & yet more groſle- 
ly termed {waggering ) 
out 


— 
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out of his vain bias,is by 
once daring him in his 
owne quity ; fois it| 


fg 


it +. kr if wee out- 
dare it,and ſtrive& ſtrive. 
& ever as it comes more 
and more,ſolefle & lefle 
toyeeld unto it, without 
all peradventure we ſhall 
notonly qualifiethe hare 
of adverſities worſt af- 
= , but -purchaſe tha: 


ſe and conſolation to 
r ditreſles, that wee 
(hall have our minds be- 
calmed with the bleſſed. 
neſle of content,and ref} 
what winds of heavineſle 
B 5 fo» 


he ts 
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| 


thus prepareth himſelfe, 


ſloever of over, Of a- 
bout ring Fr hee who 


isa Noble man, for his 
will his 
Nobleneſle: © muſt hee 
likewiſe be neceſlarily a 
wiſe man, for his mode- 
ration wil commend his 
wiſdome, 

Laftly, if neither the 
reſpe& ofthe inſtability 
of humaneendowments, 
neither rhe regafd of ho- 
nour,being prone to fall, 
nor the unftayedneſle of 
Kingdomes (the Scepter 
being the higheſt flight 
of Rmbirion) cannot 
imprint inthe mind an a- 


bar» 
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bandoning _ it =_ by 

ing carthly delight 
ie ro fp 
their owne nature, as in 
their owne nature they | 
are, paſſable and uncer- 
taine ; yet may the ſure- 
neſle of. paying, a - debt 
(which cannot be excit» 


ſed) rodeath, be a maine 
and ſingular motive tO 2 
nobleand vrife man, for 
ſufferance of all changes 
of conditions & eſtates, 
with the fweetly-united 
bleſſings, ſadgement and 
Coment, He that remem- 
bers that he lives a life, 
cannot bur fore-thinke 
that he muſt dic adeatb : 


| If 


we, 
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If he look into,whar life 
it ſelfe.is,he ſhal find(b 

experienee of rhe paſt, 
and proofe ofthe preſent 
age)tbat it is none other 
bura journeytodeath, If 
a manexaminethe ſcope 
of his ownedefires, the 

will fall out'to be a deſi» 


ring to haſte to-his grave. 


Death & the grave (two 
tortures to the memory 
of worldly fooliſh-men) 
are the onely principall 
ends to which the vani- 
ty of pleaſuresrunneat : 
For men in wealth,in ho- 
nour, in ment, de- 
firethetime to come:the 


| one. in hope of increaſc 
© 
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aine, rhe other of 
iq the third 
(Empyry. Sowhat elſe 
hs they = _ by 
wing elder in dayes, 
aro the full __ of 
their livingaw®* i is death> 
Of this z true- Noble- 
man ſhould nor, and'a 
'| true wiſe man cannot 
feare, It was an anſwer 
(worthy the ſpeaker). of 
the Phuloſopher, who 
ticaring of his ſons death 
faid : when 1 bad begotten 
bim, I well knew bee ſhould 
die: and who- would be 
ſo i nt'as not to 
"xm that — 
* [1s- brovght our” of t 
1 wombe 


——_—_. 
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wombe is deſtined alſo 
[ro the ſepulckre of the 
earth > Toa man 

red by the light & the 
minds vertue,this is ever 
_— neceſlary,as wel 
willingly to reſtore that 
whe it15 required of him, 
though it were by death, 
as toenjoy that which is 


ife,fince one being born 
into the one cannot e- 
ſcape the other.” The 
Mind ſhould ever keepe 
meaſure; what of neceſli- 
ty it muſt ſuffer let it not 
feare : what is doudtfull 
that it may ſuffer, let it 
|abrayes looke for : SO 

ſhall 


m him, if it were his] 


i —.. 
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ſhall it not bee afflited 
before afflitions doe 
come z nor unprovided 
whenthey arecome. 
Allmen,yea all things, 
muſt be freed by anend,| 
thoughthe end be not a- 
liketoal,neither in man» 
ner or time;ſome forgoe 
their lives in the middle 
of theirtime, ſome inthe 
dawning of - their life, 
ſome live til they are eve 
weary of living, ſome dy- 
ing naturally, ſome vio- 
lently,others enforcedly, 
many(inreſpe&t of men) 
caſually, bur all at ſomes 
timedying. 1n this kind 


33 


_ it 15 queſtionable , 


_— 


whe-| 
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whether bem more foo- 


liſh notto know,or more 
ſhamefulnot to imbrace 
nature:He that lives well 
ncedeth not to feare the 
\glineſle of death appea- 

ring inany forme, Or- in 
any diſguiſe ; if he firſt 


or howſoever he comes, 
yet it 15 bur death, and it 
muſt come. 

Some. one-thar is to 
travell of neceſſity upon 
the hazard of his life, 
unto Conſtantinople by 
land, being unexperien- 
ced i in the-dangers, and 
themany miſeries of his 
journey, far his better in- 


he A 


ſtruftions,| 


AFL. mR 


reſolve, of whenſoever| 


—.._ 
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ſruions, ſeekes com. 
fort in the counſel of an- 
other who hath: bought 
knowledge of the way 
with the price of many 
weary and diſtreſſed pa- 
ces,% being come; learns 
this for an approved cer- 
tainty:that ben the jour- 
ney it ſelfe is long & te- 
dious, the way trouble- 
ſome and uneven, the 
change of aires- inteCti- 
ous & unhealthy,the de- 
farts waſte & uncomfor- 
table, direions charge- 
able and uncertaine, here 
theeves prepar'd to ſpoil, 
there Beaſts ſet all on 
ravine ; ſurety no where, 


B: darger 


Mr. 
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danger on.all hands,and, 
whar is the worſt oftthele 
adventures, it he obtaine 
the ſcope of his deſires, 
andarrive eve tothe fur. 
theſbof his journey, yet 
fhal he there and a Turk, 
that isEmperor,cruell in 
| nature, boundlefle in c6-' 
mand, faithlefle of truth, 
treacherous, and full of 
| cthebloud of Chriſtians: 
What comfort reſteth] 
robe hoped for fr6 this 
afflicted traveller,or what 
ſhould he do? To goe is 
the hazard of lite, to ſtay 
the certainty of death: | 
now the Nobleneſle of | 
Wiſdome muſt die, 


and| 


— 
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and the Vertue of No. 
blenefle incourage his re- 
(lution,toreſolvea ſea. 
dineſſe of mind tocoun- 
termand the heavineſſe 
of both fortunes : And it 
behoves ſuch a man, fo 
ravelling, to bee prepa- | 
[red,as well to beare dan- 
ger, when he meets with 
as tobe inſtructed be- 
fore, that there 13 
tobe met with. In lie 
miner is every man born | 
to greatnefſe, ſo likewiſe 
borne to journey tO 
death, Towhich ere he 
come, (death being the 
fartheſt home of all our 


travels) wee muſt know | 
that 


mmm 


itie, and particu- 
larly informe our ſelves 
that life it ſelfe ( how 
ſhort ſoever ) in reſpe& 
of it's frailtie, is long 
and redious , the man- 
ner of living trouble- 
fore and- uneven, the 
change of eſtates infe- 
Qious to the minde, un- 


the OI of opi» 
nion judgement was 
ſted by the - cauſe, and 
comfortleſſe in the cþt- 
fefts of folly:direQtions 
to reformatzon charge- 
able, if we reſpe&t our 


1gno- 
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that wee are to paſſeÞi 
throvgh the milſeries of 
m 


healthic to the foule, |} 
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e | ignorance, uncertaine if 
{ [wee remember our wil- 
fulneſſe + Here on the 
|| onc {ideare theeves even | 
our affe&ions, to ſpoile 
us of vertue ; there on 
the other ſide Beaſts , 
[which are defets of rea= 
ſon, ſet on to devour US 
even our manner of lt- 
ving isa bait to allureus 
from the ſurety of lite, 
land when we are come 
to the deadly ficknefle 
that muſt finiſh our | 
courſe, the worſt of = 
1s, that havi t all 
the quick-ſand; = PC- 
rils of life,ve have with» 
in us death it ſelfe in } 
Our | 


_— —__c=_ 


a 


| 


| . 
he is to care, not where 


| 
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our owne conſcience, to 
bring usto death, 
Nothing is left there- 
fore to a man borne to 
live, but a ſtayed and 4 
fare reſolution to be ar- 
med to die. In which 


he ſhall dx, or in what 
manner,or inwhat eſtate, 
but that hee mult dic, 
and in what minde, and 
in what memorable ver- 
rues. 

Here, the foundativn 


ro the erefting the Ma- 
fter-peece of the Golden 


Meane, being laid now 
upon theſe or ſome 0- 
ther conſiderations, not, 


much 
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much differing from 
thete;2 Noble wife man 
isthen to know his own 


tie may not caſt him fo 
downe, asthat he'cannort 
call ro minde that hce 
_ beene once happie; 

gd might not 


him up, as that he 


he could never bee un» 
bappie. 

For us a Bladder that 
is blowne up, will ( te- 
ing faſt tied)many daies 
continue full if laid a- 
fide, and not unbound, 
but with che leaſt pricke 
he a ncedle, how little 


worth, whereby calami- | 


ould bee ſecure that | 


ſo-\ 
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\focver, loſeth both his 
fulneſſe and ſtrength , 
even ſo, and none other 
is it with ſome, who as 
longas the float of their 
greatneſle laſterh, being 
never pricked with the 
| ſharpe ſting of oppoſiti- 
onand c oC vain 
| ly imagine that they are 
| unfir to _ plentie, 
| who cannot t it 
\w itha lively hs re 
| inheritance of ai 
(ic: bus when every tis 
tle alteration of their 
po: npe waineth the! 
'pompe'to- a decay, then 
like Bladders, they burlt 
with venting th-ir owne 
breath , 


— 
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breath ; chiefly for that 
they were alway curſed 
with that miſchievous 
flatteries of themſelves, 
| that they were too great 
to fall.” Securitie in the 
|poſſeifion of Honour 
þ and proſperity,is a head- 
long m to rune: 
be who hath in himſelfe 
worth and worthineſle, 
will ſo moderate the 
' courſe of his reſolution 
and ations, as that his 
reſolutions ſhall be di- 
reted todoe wellas his 
ations may prove that 
he meant well ; and then' 
W hatſoever the end fall 
| out to bee, repentance 
| C can- 


— 
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ters and direftars of their 
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cannot buy after-ywit too 
deare, nor after-wit have 
cauſe to repent too late, | 
It is much needfull 
that worthy perſonages 
ha' ing merit to com- 
mend their bleud, and 
birth to make goodly 
their merit, ſhould in 


ſuch ſort be both know- 


OMNCe vVertues, as ncither 
honourable eſtimation 
ſhould fo purchaſe the 


blowne up with the ſim- 
2t00 low deſcent tothe 
weakneſle of -ſervilitie, 
thatthey are becomerhe 


inion of vanity, to be{ 


|| 


_mira- 


——_— 


miracles of picty,. Hee 
that knowes himſelte, 
not that he is ſo much a 
great man, as a good 


| 


man, knowes likewiſc it 


is2 labour of as rare de- 
| ſert ro preſerve Goodweſſe, 
a5to fnde it, as on the 
'other the meerely 
_—_ — 
to fade greatneſle. 

being found 8& enjoyed 
to preſerve it. Such prin- 
ciples in generall, being 
'by a diſcerning judge- 
;ment contrived; the con- 


thepartsthat leadto this 
Golden Mean, 


triver cannot be far from} 
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difficulty in obſervation 
of thoſe former grounds, 
and the caſe © preſcri- 
bing rules to Conflancie 
Sreddineſſe, much to 
differ from the narrow- 
neſſe of uſing them ; it} 
may well be replied that 
there is perverleneſle ra- 
ther than impoſlibilitie 
in much diſputation.For 
[commonly with plea- 
ſure men will binde their 
indevour to indevour a- 
ny courſe, which our of 
their conceit ſhall yeeld | 
content tothe liberric of| 
their wils;and why then| 
ſhould it be more hard 
co reſiraige that libertie, 
as 


os 
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25 well for the accoms 
liſhing a perte& man ? 
ſickneſle and diſeaſe 


ofthe body we are well | 


pleaſed to obſerve diet, 
to abſtaine from meats 
moſt agreeable ro our 
appetites,and ſhall it be 


thought anunreafonable 


injun&ion to diet our 
pleaſures and infirmities 
tor the health of rhe 
minde> Ambitious men 
in compaſſing the plots 
ofrevenge upon others, 
will tye themſelves to 
many ſtrait inconvenien- 
ces; {0 ſhould good men 
much more allow any 
burthen (ifit becalled a 

GC 3 bur- 
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| 
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| 


a 


| burthentodeſerveexcel- 


ee OI 


lent reputation) to work 
miracles { above the ca- 
pacitie of the vulgar)up- 


daily as they ſhould do, 
ſo being truly ( asthey| 
are truly proved to be) 
good, they willdoe, in 
the ordinary progreſle of 
their lies and practice 
of them bchaviours, as. 
wel tor Examplcas Ho- 
nours ſale. 

It is many times ſcen 
tharthoſe who lead their | 
lives according to the! 
meaſure of their will and | 
power, doe not meaſure | 
their will and power ac- 


cording | 


—_4 


on themſelves , which | 


—_— _— 
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cording to the frailty of 
their lives ; yet certamly 
they lead an evill life, 
who are ſtill beginning 
to live, for that life 1s 
ever unperfect which 
hath learned but the firſt 
only rule to goodnefle : 
certain other, rhen chict- 
ly begin to live, when 
[they are certaine to cad 
[the race of fo living, by 
death z and, ſome allo 
there are, who cnd their, 
lives before they canwel | 
be ſaid to have n to 
live, 

Moſt men ſubje&tro 
thoſe unhappineſles, like | 
things floating on the 
Ca == | 


em 
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water, doe not goc, but 
arc carried;not Ee COUN- 
ſell of providence direQs 
the ſteps ro goe by the 
taffe of Diſcretion, but 
they are wholly rather 
carried by the violent 
ſtreame of Opinion and 
Conceit , preciſely ter- 
med Humour, To ut- 
maske the vizour that 
hides the deformitie of 
this cuſtomary vileneſle, 
much guilt is to be Jaid 
on the change of the 
times, or indeed on the 
change of men in the 
times, For, whiles the 
World was yet in her in- 


fancie, neither was ſuch 


_ plenrie 
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plentic of remptation to 
invite, neither was vant- 
tic ſo plentitull rotempt 
the happineſle of that 
ge to the miſcries of 
this : But as dayes 

more numberlefle in 
number,ſo men in thoſe 
[ayes waxed more irre- 
- in manners : which 


megularitie of mangers, 
increaſed þy the depri- 
vation of reaſon in men 
of all conditions ; .1Þ 
fooles ever; inthe wiſe 


doe themſelves, not ſel- 
dome ſuffer an ecliple ot | 
realon, 


The difference that 15, 
(. 5 1s 


often; for eventhe wile | 


"_ 


"jk 
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{ man {o for the time (fo 


| ſubjeted ) forſake the 


[in the Center of his| 


[15 truly faid to bee true! 
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| 
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is for that ſuch adefedt| 
proceeds rather out of 
the infirmitic of nature, 
than our of any ſubjeRi- 
on of the minde : for, 
where the minde is ſub- 
jeRed to the groſleneſle 
of errour, there doth the 


courſe of Wiſedome, | 


{ which like a fixed Stare; 
| ſhould ( howloever the 
| heavens move) bee un- 


moveable, and unmoved | 


place; and ſuch as fo is, 


| Nobleneſſe, true Vertuo, 
truc Wiſdome, 


| The Golden Meant. 


Itis one thing to doe 


well, and another thing 


tocominue todoe well ; 
for it is not enough tobe 
2g00d man, unlefle hee 
be a good man,ſtill, That 
to lce a Nobleman who 
hath fifted from him the 
lets and impediments 
which might hinder his 


reſolution in the attai- 


ning and retaining this 
ſingular worke of mode- 
ration, knowes that the 
Meme ever in all, the 
middle berween all, then 
leaves to bee the Meare 


| 


n left fide. In the Hi- 


ſtory | 


when it begins to incline 
to the rigtt,or decline to 
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ſtory of the elder Ro- 
mans, Mwiins Scevels is 
principally commended 
for being conftant in his 
paines tothe end. A Au- 
tas Scevols is every free 
ſpirit, and his ſpirit hath 
he (at leaſt the praiſcof 
it) who perſevers in his 
ſufferances, ſo ir bein a 
caſe ofreputation;othex. 
wiſe it cannot » but 
improperly called the 
a eſle it be alſo 
ina noble carriage of cx- 
tremitie ina good cauſe, 
ain ſuch a cauſe which 
newneſle and reformati- 
on doth betterand make 


good, not to exceed in 


worde/ 


| The Golden s Meane, | 


words, let us us yet come! 

ſomewhat more particu- | 

= to the matter pro- 
ed, 


Ts as one that 15 to 
_g_— ly building 
on a delightfull plor & 
ground, doth firſt provt- 
dently forecaſt as well 
of the hazards-& hinde- 
rances that may come.as 
the charge which daily 
muſt come. Amongft 
which muſt principally 
be conſidered, the title 
of the right, and whar 
clime maybe laid ther- 
tognd what meanes may 
beeuſed to remove that 


——_ 


[_ Then the neceſ- 


#2208 ſitic 
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firieof proviſion, the ca- Ca- 
ſuatl change of weather, 
'the wearineſſe of Wot | 
king: forall which,it in-| 
'teraccidents of extremi- | 


tie ſhould happen, reme-| 


dies for the ſame muſt ! 
\bec thought on. Soa, 
'manin his minde wiſely | | 


reſolved to the building 


'of this excellent frame 
'of the Golden Mean, On 
the plot ofa prepared re- | 
ſolution, muſt endev our| 
to provide cures again: | 


| 
the fates of extremitie : + | 


A few of which extre- | 
mities that doe many 
times aſſault the temper 
of a Noble vertue, it| 
ſhall | 


_— —_— ts. _—_— — 
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ſhall nor much differ; 
tram the purpoſe and 
preſent to point at, 

Bur firſt of all, crethe 
miſeries ſeverally to be 
[treated of,are ſer forth;ir 
will be fit tobe inquired 
what a Miſery is; ard ew rf 
how it may be ſo poſis| 
tively called. Every mil- 
fortune is not a miſery, 
though the publike er-| 
rour 1ntitle(but untruly) 
the unfortunate, Miſcra- 
ble. A Miſery is rightly} 
and properly that which 
1s an accident of change 
of eſtate, from better to 
qworſe,occaſioned by the 
_ diſpoſition of an| 


un- 
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unwarthineſle of minde. 
This is indeed a Miſery, 
into which, whatſoever 
he be that falleth, he can- 
notaccidentally,butwil. 
fully, and deſervedly 
come : although tou- 
ching the change of! 
eftate,it may beſt be cal- 
led an Accident, fince all 
eſtates being temporall 
and temporary, are by 
reaſon of their mutabil:- 
tie, accidentall. In cx- 
ample, as a man who 
hath commirted ſome 
wicked a, as the mur- 
jther of his Prince, or 
other ſubjet , being 
prompted hereto by go 

othert 


— ——— 
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ether reaſon , then his 
owne private ambition 
and revenge, and after- 
wards —_ impeni- 
tently his curſed afſaſſ- 
nation or villany : This 
man 1s indeed come in- 
to a fulneſſe of miſery. 
Such-like might be in- 
ferred, but for that the 
udgement of the times 
miſconſter miſeries in 
another ſenſe, and the 
cuſtomary misfortunes 
which bertide many men 
daily, are cleareſt in 
ſight,having only toucht 
at this :we will deſcend 
tothoſe. 

With men of Ho- 

nour 
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nour and Nobilitie, the 
chiefe misfortunes that 
can, or doe uſually hap- 

re either D «fawour, 
Neglef, forfeit of Efate, 
Ban ſbmen:,Impriſoument, 
or Deab. The remedies! 
againſt all which, ſhall 
cafily in particular bee. 
{ubſerted. 


| 


comes cither chrough, 
Prruie malice, ſeiſe-unwore 
rhimeſſe, Emvie, Of fome> 
times through the varia-; [| 
blenefle of an unguided 
Princes inclination : To: 
each of thoſe a wiſe man; 
may , and a good man 


will, loone apply a me- 


Disſauouy, oftentimes 


IcINe, 
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dicine, and in that a re- 

Disfavour is uſually 
knowne, according to 
the opinion of the mul- 
titude, by the name of 
diſgrace; for it is a cer- 
taine aflurance ( as the 
received vaaitic of the 
common errour . 
teth) that how deare (o- 


ever a great or worthy 


boſomes and counſels 


{on hath teene tc the 


of his Soveraigne, yet if| 
in any meaſure there bee 
but a dayes, or an bour2s 
intermiſſion ofthat roy- 
all love, then ftraight 


ſuch a favourite is cſtce- | 
med 


Pe EET 
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med diſgraced ; and 
which is a more ſtranger 
madneſle, if the Prince 
having out- of his affe- 
azon exalted ſome one 
or other to place and ti- 

tles oft Honour, yet if 
ſome perſon be not ever 
rifing to-more and more 
Honours, hee 15 accoun- 

ted to ſtand by little and 
little in the wack of a 
di Courtier, $0 
truth, there 
can be bur little hope to 
attainethe Meare by him 
in his fortunes ( and fo, 
neither by conſequent in 
the ma ing of his 
owne reſolutions ) who 


only | 
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onely depends upon ithe 
ſurety of being indeared 
to his Soveraigne , un- 
lefle hee firmly reſt pre- 
ed to cntertaine any 
ſlackneſle of preferment 
with a wiſc _ difcreet 
Content, 
To deſerve the grace 
of os —_ is an honou- 
pineſle , yet is 
- = fle of it 2 
= — py a miſery . 


eſpecially to wiſe men, 
lince any men may be 


made ſubjeA, but never 
ſubjeRs to milery : cala- 

mitie may exerciſe, but 
not overſway their ver- 
tues : misfortune may be 


an 
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Privy Ma- 
lice, 

1 Cauſe of 
Disfavour. 


Jan aſurping tyrant to 


[priGie malice of tome, 


{wiſe Noble man, our of 


| ſhould be perſw 
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them, but never a 
received ſoveraigne to 
command them : If the 
Prince his gracious fa- 
vour be loſt through the 


who fill rhe cares of Ma- 
jeſtie with the diſcordof 
{lander 8&untruth,groun- 
[ded upon the ſandy foi. 
(dation of uncertaine diſ- 


content, or diſhonoura- 
ble revenge, then bath 2 


thoſe very wrongs, ſtrong 
arguments to perfwade 


his reaſon, that there is 
much reaſon why hee 


_- 
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moderation : for being 
innocent of any volunta- 
rie action or intent that 


might make his faith 
queftzonable, or his ſer- 
vice dangerous , or his 
mcrit of leſle value than 
a voice of generall com» 
mendations hath for- 
merly witnefled,his own 
cleerenefle may ever reſt 
upon the unmoved pil- 
lars of his owne Noble 


| Hee knowes not the 


|. 
t 
| 
. 
G 
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Integritic. 


way to preferment by 
his Princes love, who 
will not know that privie 
malice doth bendall ; it 


, 


is cunning and diſhone- 
| fie 
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ſtic toa ſtumbling block 
in his paſſage hereunto, 
Here 15 a Conqueſt well 
worthy a triumph, if in 
the height of the favour 
royall,a man in honour ||: 
can {o diſpoſe of his 

owne carriage(which ve- 
ry few can,yet the wiſcly || 
Noble and Nobly wit | 
will doc) as that in the 

cloſet and harbour of kis |} 
owne know hee bel 
ſure that freeofany guilt] 
which the ſting of privic 

malicewould labour tof 
wound him with. This! 
then ſtanding thus, why|l 
ſhould any deſertfull 
vertue ſtorme for thelfſ 
loſle 


i... 
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lofſe of that favour 
which in his owne-inno- 
cence it hath merited to 
keepe?He is lurely hap» 
ic, and not fatre trom a 
| bleſſing, nonor far from 
a bleſledneſle, who can 
ſay to himſelſe, I am 
' true, and time ſhall wot ble- 
miſh mee; I will be in my 
1ruth appros oved, and times 
| caunot wrong me, If T ive, 
' my truth ſhall bring Wee} 
with peacero mydeath,when 
1 die, my heddineſſe ſhall 
(g-ve imemortality to my 
life, Here, to ſuch a man 
(that can thus ſay) is ſe- 
curitie in the conſci- 


| 


——_— 


| 


ence, wiſedome in li-\ 
| BM ving,! 


"On" 
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Selſt-ws- — VVhere 2 man in grace 


ving,noblenefe in death. 


with his Soveraigne fals 
. [from it by a ſelfe-wnnwho- 
thineſ[e,ut 1s farre other- 
wile : and undoutedly, 
whoſoever is fo impoi- 
ſoned with the diſeaſes 
of his minde, or the in- 
firmity of his body bath 
| and principall. cau- 
estomove him to ſeeke 
for remedy againſt the 
beanie, of the one, 
and. the 'aſpetion of 
the latter, To this ſe/fe- 
vnweribipeſſe, ether in 
minde or body, may be 
referred Ambion, the| 
Mother of diſlo all 


— — _ 
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'plots andpradtices: Dif 
content the Nurſeto con- 
ſpiracies ; Covetonſneſſe, 
that kindling fires with 
the tuell of Myopolies is 


inforced to quench | 


j 


them with the tcares of| | 
| diſgrace, and that which| 
 ſoone followes thereon, | 
| Contempe. V ain-glory,ot 
| 0 — whiles with | 
s minde it cannot | 
ag the tirle of a ſu- 
| pericur, is with Pompeys | 
 forrunes caſt downe be- 
\neath the pitic of their | 
equals. Patio, which | 
Ike a fooliſh Fly inthe 
candle;labnurs her owne 
death, withorher diſea- | 
| D 3 es, 
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| | Quarrelling, which ever 


ſes, too many tO be tedi- 
ouſly recited : Or to this 
ſelf-unworthineſſeghrough 
the infirmity of the bo- 
dy, which moreeſpeci- 
ally conſiſts in aRion, 
may be referred Ryor, in 
all men a madneſle, in 
Noble men a blemith, 
and to good Princes 
moſt ifoleaſant - Of 


brings danger with too 
late repentance; Or wal- 
ronneſle, thre overthrow 
of many goodly kin- 
dreds and families; Or 
ſcurrilitie, with other 
ſuch like, Since when 
mention is made of the 


un-| 


tt 
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unworthineſſe of body, 
it is notany defe&t in 


| Nature, or naturall pro» 
| portion, but in manners 
outwardly ated. For 
| many times it 15 cCom- 
ws. & ſcene, that where 
Nature hath failed 1n 
ſome *parts of the out- 
ward man, ſhee hath of- 
tentimes ſupplied thoſe 
wants with a pregnancie 
of minde. 

A prefident whereof 
is, (not to borrow of an- 
cient Hiſtories) even 1n 
the Chronicles of our pre- 


; 


ſent memories, in the 
perſon of RoBtAT,the 
late Earle of Salisbury,a 
| D 3 man 
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=_ whoſe unevenneſle 
c_ was perfected 
perie m_ 
=_ of a poor. and| 
induſtrious wit. Sa 
the crookedneſſe of A- 
ſope made ſtraight in the | 
| ycetneſſe of his invens) 
tion. And Socrate', that 
odde man of Athens, | is 
ſaid to have ſaid of him- | 
ſelfe, that educarion and; 
| Art in him, had changed 
the courſe off Natures un- 
furniſhed workmanſhip. 

Ot theſc,and ſuch im- 
perfe&tions of body,it is | 
not here intended,but of 
fuchas by their own ſelfe- 
wRworth. mſſe in body, in 


mind, | 


The Golden Mea came, | 


mind and often i in both, 
do loſe the intereſt, their 
Bloud, Birth, and No- 
blenefle ( being noble 
indeed by thoſe both) 
hath in their Princes ©- 


PINION. 
A remedy againſt ſelfe.. 
wnworthineſe , muſt bee 


found out in a ſelfe-refor 


——_—— 


mation ; kn — i 
cetely 
follies ks pai the Naſt Aon 
belong not to the refor- 
med. 

If one ſhould - call 
ſuch a one (as hath beene 
knowne for a notorious 


robber ) Theefe , being 
certainly forrowfull, Pe» 


ht 
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nitent, and accomptable 
tor all his errours in that 
kinde, doubtleſle it were 
much 1ndiſcretion my 
to ſpeake ſo to 
et car the Pa- 
tientto efteem it as ſpo- 
ken of him , fince wile 
and good men as they 
doe not repute thoſe 
things theirs which they 

have nor done, ſo mu 
t neither * acknow- 
ledge for theirs which 
they now preſently doe 
NOT. Nom VOCamny £4 n0- 
ſtra que non ipſi ſecimm,at 
que non pſt facimmas the 
right ſenſe of the old 

Verſecontaineth, 
n 


Y _ = - 
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Inreaſon it cannot but 
bee confeſled, that it is 
much more to bee wiſh. 
ed, to change from evil/ 
/0g00d, than trom /e 
ance to liberty. Marcus Au 
relizs will be ſtill renow- 
'mcd ard more memora- 
ble,for his latter govern- 
ment, than was Nero for 
(bus firſt five ycares, yet 
had the one by his begin- 
jaing, purchaſt a ſtrong 
bclicte,that he could not 
reigneamiſle : as the ©- 


his yourh, that there was 
little hope he could de 
ſetveto reigne at all. I 


appertaines not to any! 


ther, by the diſorders of | 


Ds man 
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The Golden Meane, \ 
man what be bath beene, | 
if hebethroughly re . 
med ; fince a new lite 
gives another birth : the 
leaving of evill , being} 
but a bunaall of evill, and} 
the imbracing of worthi. 
nefle, a chrilining of re- 
| putation:how umyorthy 
ſoever then a Princes fa- 
vourite hath been, yet his 
reformation gives prailc 
to his change, a {0 is. 
ſtill by that, to comfort 
his fall from greatneſle, 
andeſteeme himſelte fit 
for that favour, which 
though he hath loſt, yet 
he hath againe found in 
n owne merite, _ 
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| The Golden Meane, 
So then : Hatha preat 
PEEKE loſt his Princes 
favour, becauſe he deſer- 
ved to loſe ir > let not 
this deject or caſt him 
downein minde, finceas 
by a change from 
ro worſcr,he forwent his | 
Princes love; or rather | 
his Princes love,him; So 
'yerbya change from bad | 
[to better, he (till 1s wor- 
thy of a repoſſeſſion of 
that love, though he re- 
poſſeſle it not: And what 
worth cannot be ſeen by 
the publike little eye of 
the great world, by rea- | 
ſon of his being clouded | 
from the Sun of his lite | 
and| 


OT ee es 
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Fxvie the 
3. cauſc of 
Disfavour. 


and glory,his Prince; let 
it be ſo much the more 
ſeen by the private great! 
eye of his owne little 
world(even himſelfeand 
his owne comforts) and 
tcach him to know the: 
difference betweene a! 
preat and a good man, 


the one preferring vertue 


| only for greatneſle , the 


other preferring great- 
neſle for the So 
of vertue only. 

Another cauſewhich 
not ſcldome procureth 
dicfavor from the Prince, 
is thatoldenemieto de-| 
ſert Exvie, who is Io an-| 


cient a Courtier, and fa; 
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tried in the paſſages of | 
all ages, thar ſuch aman 


as 1S in favour with his 
Soveraigne, deſerving (0 
to bee, and imagining 
bimſelfe ro be without 
the compaſle of Envre, is 
t0O lecurely, and inthat 
ſecurity, too ſimply ar- 
med againſt his. owne 
ruine. 

Here now is a broad 


De ET 


—_— WM 


path, leading, or more 
truly teaching thereadic 
courſe to the excellent | 
meane of Temperance and 
Moderation. Every man 
ought to rejoyceand ſo- 
lace himſelfe in his own 
perfeCtions : for it 1s as 
beaſt» 


Nr 
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beaſt-like not to knoiy 
his proper value atall, as 
it is devilliſh to know it 
too much; Humble Pride 
is a proud humilitie,and 
ſuch as exerciſe it with 
innocence rathcr than 
curiofity, doe but ſhew 
the difference between a 
nobly and generous, and 
a baſely fantaſticall Na- 
ture, Whereby then} 
ſhould a man be perſwa- 
ded that he is an imbra- 
cer of vertue, more than 
in that he is proſecuted 
by the reſtleſſe venome 
oftheenviou: ? 

Hath this ſecret mil- 
chiefe diſplaced any de- 
| fertfull 
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ſerrfull favourite of the 
benefit of the favour roy- 
all> aſluredly he hath lit- 
:le cauſe to diſtaſte it a+ 
ny thing,or to be moved 
trom the commendation 
of a - — minde, that 
45 he ſhall by tempering 
his dioace with fills 
rance, increaſe the ho- 
nour of his merit,{o ſhal 
hee give matter ſtill of 
more envie to the envi- 
-2us, who are oftentimes 
as much afflicted with 
the patience, as they are 
with the profperitic of 
the party envied. 

It is better tobeen- 


; 
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pro- 
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proceeding our -of pl cold 


ferable: cenvie out of a) 
corruption of quality a-| 

gainft the vertuous : If it 
bee objected that the! 
lofle ofa Princes favour, 

through the inſtigation 
of ſome envious oppo- 
fite, hath moft cauſe to| 
Mit a noble minde, in| 
that his enemic hath pre- 
vailed againſt him ; the 
ſame reaſon may be an- 
ſfwered with the ſame 
reaſon. That ſuch an 
enemie cannot be ſaid to 
prevaile,vho ages with 
che weapons of adiſho- 
nourabletreachefy ; and. 
what.| 
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| kat greater triumph or 
| Yiconqueſt can a Wile or 
' B: Noble man wiſh to 
| Ycnjoy, than to torment 
| his adverſary with the 
| Flperfetions of his ver- 
| Ftue > Bur in the meane 
time exmvie Over-rules : 
True, and hereis an in» 
ducement to a ſteadie 
moderation, in that it is 
but exvie. But the Prin- 
ces favour is by this 


meanes loſt: So isa No-l 


ble mans ſelfe-worthi- 
refle by the ſame means 
found : and.it is a greater 
blemiſh to the judge- 
|ment of aPrince ſotra- 
duced, not to examine 


the 


res 
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the particulars why heef 
doth reje& a worthy- 
{ubje&, than to the ſub 
jets worthineſle. with- 
our particular examina- 
tions from his Princeto 
berejected. So, neither 


then ſhould exvir re- 
move, bur for that it 
is exvie, confirme and tz 
firengthen a noble reſo- 
latin, | 
Sometimes the varis- 


bleneſſe of the Princes in- 
clization, his addition 


to change from royall| 

Vertues to horrible Vi-! fc 
ces, 15 the reaſon of his|Y'0 
disfavour with thofewho! Y h 
are of the beſt deſart:| I] ! 


Such! 


— 
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RICHARD the ſecond, in 
Rome, NERO, 1n Srculy, 
Drionys Is, and ſuch 
zefor the moſt part all 

Tyrants, who itthey ex- 
&eile not their tyrannies 
lover the lives , yet cer- 

the hearrs of their faith-, 
fulleſt ſubje&ts. Such 

Princes are rather wan». 
ton in their favours than 


{judicious,and the weak- | 


'nefſe of vertue is the 
cauſe of that deprivati- 
on of judgement, How 
happie is that man who 
bath * loſt that grace 


(w ith. 
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Sachand of ſuch condi- 


tions were 1n England, 


tinly exerciſe it over] 


| 
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( with a Prince of that 
condition) which hee 
may reſt confident h 
never (or never ſurely 
had > 

And above many o- 
ther motives,this is mots» 
generall and moſt cffe-Y'10i 
Quall to retifie a wiſe! 
mans minde, for ſuch as: 
one as layes the founda-YF1o! 
tions of his hopes on the 
moveable >: of his 
Princes favour, is like a 
fooliſh merchant that ad- 
ventures all his ſubſtance 
in a broken veſſel! : and 
he that relyes onthe un» 
happineſſe of ſuch fa- 
vour, muſt of neceſhtic 
baniſh 
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daniſh all Noble re 
Mlolutions from his de- 
ignes : for it is a head- 
bog folly , and wilfull 
dtration that ſuch a 
ce ſeekes, if he doe not 
(Ewell reſolve to ende- 
Four to preſerve and 
cEcontinue his Princes 
agace as to finde and cn» 
* [9819 

ef Now this is a dure, 
s$K& indeed indirect run- 
a ilng away from the 
- Fmaine worke of good- 
e ſiveſſe:: for roas many vi- 
| Fees as the Nature and 
like of a wicked man 
- may bee inclined, to fo 
: many muſt he addreſle 
' | him- 


Rl 
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himſelfeto be a bawd, it 
notan ator in them;and 
[of all unhappineſſe thi; 
is the firſt, Certain| 
good Clearks have faic 
andexperiencedoth wit 
neſſle , that an exa 

Courtier is ſeldome a 
good man ; for not t 
ſpeake of generall enor 
mities in particular 
courtiers are moſt times 
given over to thoſe twe 
wonderfull madneſſes, 
Pride and Rrior, Pride 
cofitenancing their Riot, 
{and Riot making glori-ry 
ous their Pride, VV hat af far 
bleſſing (for it is more mi 
| S - 

than a happinefle ) theſto 
ſhus-N 
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Yman will acknowledge, 


dle may prove. 


;Mplace, which happening 


"tion is ſhaken with eve- 
-M'y breath of an unpleca- 


itobeour of this miſery ; 
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ſunning of thoſe com- 
mon errours 1s, the wile- 


adche fortunately No-| 


Princes ſometimes are 
ided in their diſpo- 
os andthen he who 
s ncereſt in favour, 1s in 
meareſt danger of bis 


many times, puts him in 
many feares, info much 
xeventhe ground-work 
that beares up his ambi- 


ant word : And' what] 
miſery then can that be, 
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eſpecially when the 
Prince is of a change- 
able and divided mind > 
So that he that will in- 
geniouſly looke 1nto the 
worlt of a Princes disfas 
vour ( himſelfe not dete- 
&ed of, unworthineſſe) 
may likeyle ingenioul- 
ly confeſle rhat there is 
much gaine in ſuch 2a 
lofle. | 
| One generall note 1s 
| ever remarkable in a 
| Prince, whoſe uncertain- 
tie of favour, is curious 
to - 4 AY 
ineſle in the c 0 
new friends;that rh the 


| Ancient Nobilitie bears ff 
ati 
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alwayes the leaſt ſway 


for the government of 
that Princes minde, is ſo 
beſorted with afteting 
|his ownafte&tions,as he 
accounteth thoſe onely 
worthie of the Nobleſt 


(but in themſelves elfc 
\zrenot) deſerrfull, 


| And (moſt lamenta-J 


bly) are places of Au- 
thority reat from the ad- 
miniſtration of perfe& 
Wiſdome,and perte&t No- 
bleneſſe, to be conferred 
'on thoſe, who are onh 
\n:[evecauſe thought ſo, and 


Wl only Noble becau'e made ſo. 
E 


W here- 


ie ths 


[titles aud preferments, 
KW which yrs ny 


* | Wherein the Noble in- 
deed are upon very tri- 
fles quarrelled againſt, 
that the poſſeſſion of 
their Honours and Ju- 
riſditions, may paſle 
ſmoother away tv other 
| upſtart favorites:and this 


; cannot bee other than a 
| main wound, both to ver- 


i. 


Minions, were without 
all queſtion be rather go- 


'verned by a child (which 


is one curle to a body 
polirike) than by ſuch a 
| So: 
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ze & the lovers of verine. | 

That people which 1s| 
under the command of | 
that Prince, who 1s al- 
wayes chuſing of new | Ft 


lu 
he 
lhe 
of 
(t 


| 
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Soveralgne, as 15 Ever in 
his approvements chil- 
diſh. So likewiſe if a 
whole Kingdome ſmart 
inthe inconſtancie ofan 
uncertaine head , how 
much ſhal private mem» 


reſt at hand, to receive 


'ders of that large com- 
'pa& ſmart, who are nca- 


the whips which ſuch an 
inconſtancie (upon very 
cauſeleſſe royes of con- 
'ceit) is hike to afflla 
them with, and inflict 
\upon them > Sweet 4s the 
bread of content, and the 
ſeepe of ſecuritie is a bread 
of fweerneſſe : both which 
(being the ſinewes that 
E 2 Knit 


| 
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| 


knit together the joynts 
of life) every one whoſe 
free- hold of eſtarcrelyes 
u a Court nod, may 
not — miſle : for 
D:Eruſt mutt give dige- 
Fra his fool as | 
viewlill miniſter oppoſi- 
tion to his reſt. And 
how thencan he be repu- 
ted miſerable, who hath 
ſhooke off the yoke of 
| his feare, and with it the 
teare of a greater yoke ? 
Of other muſeries , 
(which are ſo reputed a- 
mongft men) that may 


happen to a Noble per- 
ſon, Negle? is eſteemed 
another,that 1s,when h1s| 

ſervice! 
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lervice for his countrey» 
or advice for the State, 
or 1ndevours to content 
[his Soveraigne, arc ci- 
| 

ther not commended, or 
at leaſt not rewarded ; 
here is required indeed 
much vertue to conquer 
that part of man which 
is mecrely man, and to 
ſtand reſolute upon the 
guard of his owne wor- 
thinefle, This Negle# in 
a Prince, comes from an | 
inſenſible ingratitude , 
or want of diſcerning 


quickneſle in the facul- 
ties of his ſoule. If from 
ingratitude, (a fin hate- 
full in all men, bur in 


C2 


, 
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Kings,E ſtates,or Gover- 
nours horrible) then that 
fortune, or (if you {© 
pleaſe to terme 1t) miſe- 
ry of NegleF is eafte tobe 
borne: for by how much | 
a Prince is unthankfull : 
in rewarding the ſervice 
of his ſubje&, by 6 
much the more 15 he in- 
gaged- to all memories} 
of being a diſhonoura-| 
bledebtor. © | 
And thougha man 1s | 
bound to pay the beſt of, 
his ſervice either ro his! 
KING or COUNTRY, 
in the ſafety of the ore, 
and preſervation of the 
other, and duty to both, 
VYCT | 


| 


favour, cherith, and re- 


ning Vertue, then hath 


The Golden M _—_ | 


yet fo are both his 
KiNG and Country 1n- 
rerchangeably bound to 


(pe&t worth in a worthy 
deſerver. But it Neglett 
proceed out of a want of 
judgement or a diſcer- 


the negleted much 
more cauſe to beare that 
injury. A man 15 norto 
expe& thankes from an 
Oxe, ora Horle, mon 
ding, littering , dreſh 

od lncorking of bing 
becauſe it i8an Oxe or a 
Horſe to whom he doth 
it, Truly a Governour 
of people, that can ear, 


E4 clothe 


— — 


| 
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clothe and feed anvuther 
mans labours, and cati- 
not give acknowledge. 
ment at leaſt to him 
who by the working of 
his braines, expence of 
his bloud, and conſump- 
tion of his eſtate,or ſuch 
like ſervices, doth in 
peace, feed and clothe 
his Kings and Coun- 
trey, ſuch a ruler dif. 
fers in this little from 2 
beaſt, that hath not rea- 
ſon, or ar leaſtthe uſe of 
reaſon. 

But if Neol:# come 
from the unſteddineſle 
of the common peo» 
ple, then it is nothing 
ſtrange : 
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ſtrange : for as they are 
won in an houre, ſo are 
they loſt in a minute; 
and whoſoever coveteth 
popularapplauſe, or de- 
pends upon the praiſes 
of the vulgar, Joth with 
the dog in eſope, Amit- 
tere carnes,captare nmbras, 


imbrace clouds, and be- 


| 


get Cenraures ; and doth 


ded. 


were the greater number 
of rhe ruder , and more 
[1gnorant fort in a king 
dome called a beaſt with 


jultly deſerve NO com- 
'mendations at all for fo 
ſeeking ro ce COmMmEn- 


Not withovur fit cauſe 


E 5 mA 
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| many heads, many hcads} 


they are indeed, and yet! 
but one beaſt. Fort 

as well in their loves, as 
intheir hatreds, they arc 
not guided by any pro- 
portion, no not by any 
portion at all of reaſon. 
Violence in judgement, and 
wilſulneſſe in errour, like 
two untamed Heifers, 
draw them and their beſt 
knowledges quite con- 


ſent from their meaning, 
and moſt ofren their 
hearts from their voices, 
All that they ,knory to 
doe, is that they know, 


- —_— ———  - 


trary wayes. In ſomuch 
asoftentheir voyces dil-\if 
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that they know not what 
to: doe ; all whar they 
|meane to determine, 
[proves ineffe&, but de» 
t6nination of meaning 
[nothing at all. They in» 
tend ( (moſl fooliſhly ) 
what they never put 1n 

action, they many times 

a&( moſt unſa fely) what 
[was never within the 
| compaſle of their inten- 
\Wition, And are theſe, 
Things, for 4 wiſe 2nd 
| [Noble man to crave helpe 
from, for buttdinga Ca- 
[Ye of defence againſt 
-F the fiege of adverſities ? 
ON! Or are theſe fit Inſtru- 
', ments that ſhould threa- 


| 


——C 


ten! 
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ten a man (who barh 
built indeed a Caſtle of 
relolution in his =_ 
ſtayed wiſedome) with 

feare of contempt? they 
are not ; 2p hee truly 
15 p inſt this 
milchiefe of neole8, who 
winnes the multitude 
withour feare to loſe 


| them, or loſeth them} 


without: care to winne} 
them. (© that his owne 
goodneſſe make him fafe 
againſt the danger of 0- 
p1n:08 Or Accu ation, 

If yet it bee fit*ro 
inquire further imo 
the maine conftruttinn, 
what, or of what __ 

anc 


'l 
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and moment this Neg-! 
leX. is, experience in O- 
thers will tcarne. us to 
bee Schoole-maſters to 


bee. never ſo eminent 
in authoririe under his 
PRINCE, let him have 
what greatneſle hce can 
imagine, and what A- 
] . 

doration and Reverence 
the humilitic of the 
publique wonder - can 
g1ve. 

Let his words bee ob- 
ferved as Oracles, his 
commands as Lawer, his 
diſpleaſure as Deuh, 
yet with the flight of a 
thought it upon ſome 


our ſelves ; for letaman | 


1O3 | 


| diſlike 


OC. 
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diſlike grounded or uns 
grounded , the King at 
|any time” ſhorten his| 
'Royall favour, or the! 
Laiv in any point take} 
hold on him. w hereby | 
heappeares tothe jud >| 
| ment of the world 4 
entring into the w ay of. 
miſery. ,how ſenſibly and | 
how fone ſhall he feele! 
an alteration of th'ſe 
large Aatteries which 
the ſervilitie of the UNs | 
 certaine people promt- 
ſed > 
| A witnefle hereof in 
his rime was, and in this 
time may bee, Toba, that 
[great 21d laſt Duke of 
_ Nox- | 


— ——_—  — 


———_— — R—w—_—_ 
et 


NORTHUMBERLAND, | 
whoſe pride and 'ruine 
wereatonce haſtencd b 

the to much —_ 
dence hee had in the 
hearts of the Cominal- 
tie; with what ſpeed was 
he diforaced of his 50+ 
ycraigne, forſaken of the 
Lords, and deſpifed of 
the multitu de, who is 
onely cc wetous of any 
Noveltic, though it bee 
change from the o00d 
to the worſt A uſt t man 
therefore (whoſe ſound- 
neſſe of minde like the 
Centre of the cairh 
ſtands ever unmoved)by 
the light of thoſe fey 
No 


_ 


The Golden Meane. | 105 


—_—— 


106 The Golden Meaxe, | 


—— ___. 


precedent reaſons may! 
agderſtand how caſie it! 
is forthe popular judge. 
ment as well in diſtin-! 
Rions of Milſerics as of! 
bappineſſe to erre : for! 


' [as they account eſtates] |! 
and conditions miſera- | BY 
fic 


ble, which are nct fuſtai- 

ned with the vanirie <f; | 
qutward glory, or ful. de 
nefle of ſubſtance , fo] YT 
doe they likewiſe rec-| 
kon that 'felicity the a 
rrueſt happineſſe, whoſe | | £5 
dignity and mightineſſe ple 
is lIikethe blazing Starre. | IP 
forthe preſent, as ſtrange| I} VC 
as fearfull : ant for a} $*% 
Wiſc,a Cood, a Noble| $0 


Spirit 


_ — — — 


| 
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Spirit to bee dejefted 
with the Negl-B of love 
in fuch creatures, would 
—_— proofe that he 
never had the perfe re- 
liſh, eirher of perfe& 
wiſedome, perfe&tgnod- 
reſle, or perfeft nobili- 


tie, 

Like as hath before 
beene ſaid of Neglef, fo 
much, or more, may be 
inferred of that miſery 
called rhe For: itwre of 
ERate,that is,of all fuch 
plenty or fulneſſe oftem- 


oe mms Se 


'porall ſubſtance, as with 


worldly men the name 
and poſlefſion of riches 
doth include. 


Of 


Forſeiture 
of Eitace. 


_— 4 
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Ot all other Miſerics 
this inthe judgement of 
{juch as arenot truly di- 
rected by trueſt judge- 
ment , 1s reputed the 
moſt miſcrable : inſo- 
muci as moſt men 
thinke, and fo thinking, 


any forme,is much more 
tolerable than beggary 
( for fo they terme po- 


rie, 
and underſtanding men, 


of what commendation 
the abandoning of rich 


ſo reſolve, that D-ach, mn! 


vertie) by any calual-E 


One example or pre- 
fdent to both Noble 


fortunes, 0 | 
\S | 


xz bp, WT F 


-M/that hee would take no 
care to loſe that which 
he never cared to enjoy. 
The Hiſtory is worthy, 


Hb. — ,_ wm wW RN  FWTS . 


by Ovintu Curtin, ma 

+ amr with = 
\mortall glory, of Avdo- 
lomimas , a POOre man ; 
rich 1n all plenty , ex- 
cept plenary of riches, 
to whom Alexander of 
MACEDON, proffering 
the Kingdome of S:dox 
tohim, whowas before 
but a Gardener, was by 
him refuſed, whoreplied 


and the anſwer full of 


obſervation, and will be 
evermemorable. 
Of all other things, | 


free 
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I 
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free G pirits and wiſe men 


ſhould leaſt reſpet the} 


lofle of temporal wealth 


which is no part of a 


man. 


The furniture of the 


minde, 1s the man him{cl{e : 
which if it be apparrel- 
led (as it ſhould bee) 
with ornaments that 
were never bound pren- 
tice to that thraldome 
which keepes Creatures 
of low hopes in bor 
dage, is then chiefly 
free it ſelfe. pe em. 
was created for uſe, not 
for wor ſhip : it is an ex- 
cellent Servant , but a 
moſt evill Maſter, 


| 
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wiſe | 


— 
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viſe man ought to live 
by It, not for it : ſince 
they are neither of the 
eſſence of the ſoule, to 
make it immortall, nor | 
of the inde, to give it 
reſt without vexation, } | 
nor of the bode to keepe 
it from putrefation. 
worldly ſubſtance being, in 
"Yit's nature corruptible, | 
'E cannot fo bewirch a 
'B 200d manthat he ſhould 
repute” it to bee other | 
than worldly ſubſtance, 
= therefore corrupti- 
ble. | 
| Riches were fitly by 
the Philoſophers called 
bona Fortune, uncertaine 
cn | 


W—_— 
——TC- 
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unto us, that ; 4s fortune 
is EVET variable,ſo ſhould 
her benefirs be reputed 
but unconſtant friends : 
in regard whereot they 
were excluded from the 
Fitts, as well of the bo- 

ie, as of the minde,that! 
is, neither Health, Beau. 
tic or verrues of any ſort, 
did necd the ornament 
of thoſe gifts of For- 


rune. 


A goodman,if of his|f 


owne induſtrie and me- | 


'rit heha:hpurchaſed un-; | 


to himſelfe wealth, hath 


littlereaſon to grieve at 
the loſle of them, fince 


hel 


- — IU —— 


.\E diſtaſte the ſeizure of his 


al but that which hee 


be remaines fiill as PCr 
ke&t in the cunning of 
gaining, as when he firft 

; but another of! 


s \more abundance, a hoſe! 


Poe cometo him | 
y inheritance w irhout| 
any care of his owne, he 
hath no reaſon at all to 


eſtate, ſincehedcth for- 


[never Jaboured for. Irv 
ly in reſpe& of this it 
dehoveth every reſolved 
| minde to beare the cou- 
rage of rhe wiſe man of 
GREECE, that faid, 
hee at all rimes carried 
all whit was his with 
him 
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o whereloe-er hee 
went. 

W:ſedome, Temperance, 
Vale, Teſtice, are the 
ſab Tance and hereditary 
poſſeſſions of a nerfedh 
$ happie man, and theſe 
riches cannot be forfai- 
ted, except by a decay 
of Vere, they cannot 
bee ſeized, except the 
owner caſt them off they 
cannot ſuffer contempt 


{o long as they bee nou-| 
|\riſhed in a Noble mind, | 
Indeed R:ches are to a 
good man like a light 
({1]ken Cloake upon his 


|backe, who is elſe provi 
ded againſt the extremi- 


ie! 


——— 


——_— 


— 
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| (furres: Sobee thathath 
[his owne goodnefle and. 


Y for againſt hunger with 
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'tie of cold with warme 


refolutiontowarme him 


'inall Wanters of adver-| 
ity, needs wealth but as 


a thin ſilken Cloake up- 
ona furred Gowngather 
to ſhew the vanity of his 


full imployment tothe 
ſuſtenance of life. 
If nature be provided 


meat- againſt froſts with 
DT, againſt COns 
tempt with comlineſle, 
the defire of money or 


diſpofition,than any uſe- | 


| Is 


—_— 


arge Lordſhips, aged. 
he baſe filthinefſe of; 
an 
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an unſatisfied covetoul- 
neſle. 

In all menthe wayto 
cover is the way to be poore. 


For how can he be ſaid 
to bee Rich, who wants ? 
and hee certainly wants, 
who 1s evermore defi. 
ring. In ſoules not refi- If c 
ned by knowledge, Cove- | n 
couſneſſe is ſhamefull,bur | ; 
in Nothemen {o ſhameful, 
as what abundance of 
Vertue elſe ſoever they}: 
have, this onely viceÞ} 
drownes it, darkens it, py 
makes it «l,xorbing .Boun-fſ 
tie ſtrings up the hearts 
of the common people, 
Of- 


my! 
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hel 


mer ner and latter times,gai- 
ned an inheritance to the 
memories of ſo6r-e, who 
cannot and will not die, 
though they bee dead. 
Such love Rzches, u 
no other ground,thanfor 
to bee ric \ bury thema= 
ſelves alive. .and ſo burne 
themſelves, as thar it is 
impoſſible they ſhould 
ever bee ranck't amo ngft! 
| others, that ſtrive _ IN- 
YE rich themſelves with the 
<| poſſeſſion of the Golden 
t, |Meanand to a Nobleand 
I Wiſe man how t {0- 


WY ever the loſſe of his & 
ſtate bee, his eſtate can- 
M- [notbeeloſt, if hee have 
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well learned to bearc it 
with Conſtancie and Com-| 
| fore. 

There may bee obje- 
Qed, that, O my eſtate 
being forfeited, mine 
Heires are beggard, and 
the antiquitie of my an- 
ceſtors houſe made the 
ſpeRacle of mine. 
This being admitted, 
{it is ſoone antiveredythat| 
the houſes of moſt con-| 
tinuance,and perſonages 
of Nobleſt births ac- 
count that antiquitie © 
beſt eſtimation which 1s 
derived from the longeſt 
{deſcent, in which t 


ſhall find,thatthe firſtot 
their 


| 


—  — 
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their honours were got. 
ten by him, who was in 
28 low an'cbbe ot ful- 
neſſe, as he is now at the 
= for all grearnefle 

ad a beginning, and the 
beginning of that great- 
nelle is deſert, m 1 


Noble?let me know that 
this nobleneſle is the 
leaſt part mine ; for my 
fathers won it by their 
verrue, they had the glo- 
ry, but I enjoy the Ti 
tles. Have I rob'd mane 
Heires of thoſe Titles, 
Honours,or Poſſeſſions? 
let them ſtrive to have 
more honour in deſer- 
ving more, that their 


F 2 Suc- 
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Succeſſors may as much 
remember their vertues, 
as I baveremembred the 
vertues of my Anceſtors, 
Queſtionleſle howſoe- 
ver the reputation of a 
continued Family in an- 
cient Honours,be prefer- 
red above any men of la- 
tcr greatneſle, of ſome 
whoſe worth hath raiſed 
his houſe toa noble ſtile, 
yet it 1$ In the lawes of 
reaſon moſt reaſonable, 
that hee ſhould deſerve 
more reſpect, that by his 


| ownatchievements hath 


purchaſed dignity, than 
others thar onely have it 


by the privilc geofbloud, 


—_ A. 


ſince! 


© rr A_ - ww—=@ ww. Nw. 
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lince the one weares but 
the ſhadowes of his Pre- 
deceflors triumphs, the 
other rhe ſubſtance of 
his owne. 

Poverty is no burthen 
to them as can ſuftaine 
it,is no enemy to ſuch as | 
will imbrace it : Hee, 
is onely miſerable thar 
knowes not to bee con- 
tent with his Fortune, 
eſpecially if his fall bee 
procured by his owne 
errours. Thenthe ſureſt, 
the Nobleſt , the onely 
Meanes to redeeme ub- 
like calamity, is by a 
publike(and yet inward) 
profeſſion of ſufferance 
F 4 for 


— 
_— OO 
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& in all perſons and 


_— 


| 


perſonages, reformation | 'm 
of folly is a worke of! F|b1 
more praiſe than the 
working of folly is a] fl|w 
cauſe of diſgrace. fe 
What miſery can it] Fc 
then bee, to bee eaſcd of | F| fc 
that care, which onely| th 
brings care inthe poſſcl-| I 
fon 2 Of all miſchicfes, te 


the preateſt miſchietc 1s 'W 


to be a rich man, with a| Nt! 
rich mans minde. There] Bp 
1s no more realon why a | | v 
meerely covetous man | F |a 
ſhould love Gold, but! & |d 
for that it is yellow or! Yn 
faire, Paſtures, becauſc) I |» 
they are greenez and fo! 

hath | 


hy. DA 
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hath the envious much 
[more reaſon to covet a- 
'burdance of wealth, be- 
(cauſe other men ſhould 
want it, A covetous mi- | 
ſer,is right'ya malicious 
conſumer,for in heaping 
for himſelf,he conſumes 
the maintenance of the 
needy: yet it 15 robe no- 
[ted,that plentie 1s notal- 
|\wayestO be diſpraiſed, if 
the having of it doe not 
procure a ſcarcitic, -But 


a worldly eſtate ( confi- 
dering: how weake iris 
more than in opinion) 
whichawiſe man fhquld 


what lofle is fogrear in| 


not beare with moderati-}--- 


lon? | PS. 
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It isa miſery to want, 
but a greater miſcry to 
have too much : bur tor 
a good man to hug the |. 
love of abundance, that |, 
he ſhould imagine the - 
loſſe of it, ſhould make... 
him miſerable , I muſt |; 
conclude this point,that | 
he bath neither good- Wn: 


neſle nor reſolution : it! il! 


neſſe, his content 
ſhould be his beſt eſtate; 
if reſolution, his want |, 
cannot bee eſteemed the 
worſt poverty, f{ince ex- 
tremitie 1s a fivgularh, 
Teacher to learn us that FF, 
wee are men, and that 
there is both a divine|Þ, 


 power| 
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rower and a providence 
bove us ; the one con- 
iſting in being a Gop, 
be orher in having a 
God-head. 

The difference be- 

cene 2 wiſe man, re- 
ormcd by counſell and 
ſtruction, and an igno 
\FWant man, informed 1n 

1] and folly, is,that the 
fe will make good uſe 
fall adverſity,vhen the 
gnorant thinkes all ad- 
erfitie intolerable. 

This is proved in the 
reatneſſe of a Noble 
rage, when it 15 en- 
rced to forſake (either 


Of Baxiſh. 


on -publike diſgrace, 


Or! . 


Mem 


K——— 
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| kinde of torture, 


EB OCR. 


or ſome private cauſcs ) 
the comforts of hi 
friends and Countrey, 
which men of low hearts 
doe account a milery © 

miſchiefes , and recko 
that bani[hment is a bad 


Ir may not be denic 
but that ſuch may by the 
unworthinefſe of the 2 
&ionforwhich a man 1 
baniſhed, that his owne 
conſcience wall in al 
gun be a tormentor tc 

His memory.” and the 
the wou —_ which hee 
cares with him can nc 
_ change of place 
jo atden olly cured 


. Suc 
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Such a one, another © 
theſe latter times , well 
com to the woun- 
ded Doe in Y:1gil, who 
(as the Þ Poet A fled 
over hils and mountains 
to eſcape death, but all 
invaine, for ill in her 
des the Bow-mans k1l- 

ling Arrow ſticks, SO, 
thoſe men who havethe 
Arrow of fomec miſch! e- 
vous AF, piercing their 
2Mited heart s,alrhough 
they bee baniſhed from 
the place wherethey have 
commurred villany, yet 
they doe bur goe from 
it. they cannot "forget 1 it. 

They flic the —— 

© 
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of their {inne.but cannot 
thun it ; or if they could 
'hun the decd (as they 
cannot) what can that a- 
vaile , when the doer is 
the man himſelte 2? 
ood men, who 
through divers misfor- 
runes are ſequeſtred from 
their native cofirries up6 
wrongtull or fleight oc» 
caſions, it is nothing (o : 
= tothem if they right- 
y ( as being good t Cy 
Cain 1 Ft 'CS 
in the firſt rules of wiſe- 
dome, all Countries are 
2 home. A Nobleand 


free reſolution 1s a ftran. 


ver no- where; in which 
Ic» 


—— wk __ 


I” 


I 
— 


reſpe&t, men perfely| 
wile, are ſaid to ber per- 
tealy valiant, ſince 2s| 
true wiſedome 1s pertet 
valour, {o-is true valour 
perfect moderation, 

| The heavensarca co- 
'vering as wellabroad as 
at homeand the one and 
the ſame Sun ſhines in 
a ſtrange countrey, that 
ſhines in our native 
birth places, It 1s no- 
thing for a man (it he be 
good) whither he goc, fo 
hee beaze himſelfe with 
bimelfe. T hat place is a 
home, where any man 
lives wel:as for inſtance, 
how many thouſands 
. would 


—— 
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| 
'would range into other | 


; Countries.and renounce 
" [their own, ſothey might 
(bee betrered in their e-! 
ſtates?and why then may | 
not a baniſhed man do the 
like, onely diſpenſing 
[with the world it ſelfe > | 


tothoſe Countries they! 
were born in, a great part | 
of the world had to this 
day beene both unpcos} 
| pled,and unknowne. The 
diſcoverers whereof (fa-} 
mous through many a- 
ges) cannot be 1n their 
reputation any way ble- 
maſhed, it they bee ter- 
med 


O—_ ———_ 


Had former times beene'! 
ſo poſſeſled witha love! 
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med baniſhed men : for (© 
(if yee pleaſe) withour 
uſt offence they may be 
alled, But faith ſome, 
| Fthey went voluntarily , 

I, by compulſion : By 
compulfion, it's true he 
| Yeoeth , who goeth not 
' Evillingly,orherwiſc here 
Wiallt iedifference, 1 am 
Ban exilp becauſe I muſt goe, 

were exiles becauſe th 

a goe : here 35 likewiſe 
the Coherence, as they 
vent free, I goe freely. 

Many men have aban- 
doned their Countries, 
and made them(ſclves vo- 
luntary exiles upon a de- 


fire and greedie hope of | 


gaine," _ 


Ys I en 
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ine, or better proſperi- 
-— ſuch have heed | 
the Romans, Romulus and) 
SEneus .Of the Pataviner, 
Amenor z of the Britamnerfi 
(if the hiſtory be of cre-{m; 
dit) even our Own Brie; ih 
yet truly the end of thoſeFte 
men was no way glnri-fthe 
ous , for they may moreftry 
rightly bee called tug; ike 
tives and res,than th: 
exiles or travellers, thu 

Hee deſerved well of pre 
the Common-wealth of an 
Athens who having inſti Yon 
tuted excellent laiwes for flter 
the State publike, tooke 
oath of the Magiſtrates ca 
that his'lawes ſhould bem; 

daily 


—— _— CCC — nm 


The Golden Meane, 
lily and duly praiſed, 


nll his returne from a 
ourney which he was to 


undertake : the Oath be- 


man freely lived bani- 
ſhed from his Country, 


leFnever returning, that for | 


l- the ſafety of his Coun- 
ery, his lawes might bee 
-Fiept inviolable: Yet was 
n this wiſe man fo farre 1n 
this baniſhrmon from re- 
foroofe, that his aRion, 
fad memory in his a&i- 
l- on,will never be forgot- 
A wen, 
cf Ofall accidents that 
$ flcan happen toa prepared 
e Iminde,this of ban ſbmen! 


hath 


— 


ing received , the good | 


ee tt 


| 
| 
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hath lirtle cauſe to trou- 
ble the quiet calme of a 
ſteady reſolution. It is 
often ſcene that ſundry 
perſons for rarities ſake, 
for morall inſtrution in 
complement, or 1n be- 
haviour, willingly ſome- 
times travell into forren 
Lands, and there ſpend 
their time for three, ſix, 
ten veares Or more, with 
great delight,raking plex 
ſure and content in fo 
growing old : Bvenſo in 


like manner, let a good 
man reſolve himſelt that 


this hard word of B aniſb.; 


ment 1s but a journey of 


pleaſure. into ſome. out- 
landing 


—— 
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2. | landing country,not pro- 
Mc 

a poling or limitting to 
bl | | 

s{ the mind atime of com- 


ming backe, but alwaycs 

minding ſome fit im- 

ployment why he ſhould 
» : aS if hee were but} 
mbaſladour from. his 
ownto ſome unknowne 
Prince : and with what 
8 diſhonour can an Am- 
1 | baſſadour be blemiſhed, 
-|\whointhe ſcrvice of his 
) (Sov one leaves his life 
| 


25 a pledge of his dutic ? 
J| ltmaybce in the bonds 

of Nature,ſome manwill 
©} cſteeme it an heavie mil- 
I} fortune to forſake, or (as 
in the worſt ſenſe they 


| terme 
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trme it ) to bee thru 
from che fruition of the 
comfort of his Friends, 
hildren, Allyes , aud 
Linsfolks:lucha thought 
can no more move the 
cemper of a reſolved 
minde, than it ſhould 1 
doe if he were to leave 
che world,fince in dying 
and in being banithe? 
here is the diderencegba | 
the one neceſſity is 6om- 
| manded by anunchange-' 
tble decree from heaven," 
tbe other by a ſevere im- 
poſition of man ; both 
heing 2 ſeverationof old 
friends. 

What a madneſle were 


It 


— ——— 


mmm_s 


tin any to repute death 
veing thereto naturally 
alled) a miſery > Even 
let him thinke of Ba» 


Ompare the great four- 
wnes thar ſome have at- 
aned unto in that eſtate 
ff exile, with the poſſi- 
bility of his owne. 

THOMAS Mow- 
MAAY,Duke of Norfolte 
in the Reigne of R1- 
CHARD the ſecond,be- 
ng by the faid King, by 
aſon of the Kings 
yourh and indiſcretion, 
and in d of ſome ©- 
ther differences between 


I ces 
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ſbmen , and withall, 


Mowbray and other Prin- 


— 
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ces of the bloud, upon 
an appeale of Treaſon, 
baniſhed ; was fo farre 
from being herewith de. 
jected, that adding pra» 
Aice to the nobleneſſe 
of his courage,he under- 
tooke a glorious warre 
in the Land of Paleſtine, 

intchecommonene- 
mic of Godand Truth, 
the Turke, and willingly 


fice to the redempticn 
of his Fame. . Happie 
man, that ſought out 


c 
made his bloud a facri-fo 


C 


[6 
Wi 
Death with victory, be tt 
_ _ Death = p 

e him unhappie by £1 
Gnding him our Sh [as 
_ verthrow: B 
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verthrow-Ha py baniſh- 

ment, which hath beene 

< ne Poker 

T ppic cauſe 
of b. 


of baniſhnem that was 
the firſt occaſion toſuch 
meanes of being memo- | 
rable. 

ef Inlike manner, HEN- 
eo. H/&Y of Richmond, being 
h,/for his intereſt in the 
ly) Crowne by that monſter 
M of men and Kings, R 1- 
nE CHARD the third, found 
ie (oy his even carriageand 
urff. well tempered modera- 
ef tion) ſuch favour and 
JI love in the Courts and 
I hearts of forren Princes, 
>/as that being ſtrengthe- 

G 


ned 


| 
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{of the patient in ſuffe- 
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ned with their ſtrengths, 
and encouraged by his 
owne right and vertue, he 
not onely returned to|ff 
challenge, but to recover 
his owne, and to purge 
the Land of fo intolera- 
ble miſchicteas the go- 
vernment of that cruell|F/< 
uſurperand bloudy King © 


| | had made it figh under. _ 


Happie ban/ſhment, info 


lorifying that Prince: ba 
Happie Prince, in ſod þ 


ſ1 POLNE, that baniſhment - 
for it 1s certainly true: 
that not any accident of Wc 
misfortune(as the world 


accounts) but the minde - 
t 


lid, 


Ow 


ring, 


—— 


ring, or not ſuffering, 


force (as they muſt bee) 
{by the preſident of for- 
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makes 1t a miſery. 
If examples be of any 


mer times to inſtru the 
preſent, then may Pow- 
pey for greatneſlc, Afr: 
can fog, Countell, Han- 
s:bal for courage, and O- 
vid for wit, tell us that 
baniſhment doth not al- 
wayes happen to miſe» 
able men, except their 
owne 1mpartience worke 
their owre calamitic. 

In ſhort, a Wiſe and; 
Noble man, by what! 
hath been ſaid,may con- 


lider what might more 
G2 have 


have beene* ſaid, to the 
building inthis lite this 
' ftructure of the Golden 
'Meanagainſt the ſtormes 


and infelicitic of being 


|a baniſhed man, ſince 2 


wiſe man reſolved in all 
trials, is never confined 


place, but upon all ne- 
[try mths cou doth 
repute himſelfe even in 
his birth to bee the 
worlds Citzen. 

Here yet followes 
[mpriſonment , which of- 
cen happening to men © 
great place and qualitic 


1s not thought the leaſt 
'kinde of miſery, which 


- me! 


- —_ 
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within the limits of! 
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men of ſuch mindes doe 
with their bodies re- 
ſtraint lotke up and im- 
priſon all the beſt facul- 
ties of their reaſon, for- 
cing Reaſon to bee a 
ſlave to Fortune , and 


rewarding the excellcnt 


dignitic of thre ſoule, 


with the corruption of 
& —_ and Nature 

uch a man as is kept 
within the inforcement 
of reſtraint, muſt imi- 
tate that D edals whom 
the ancient Poets faine 
to have wings, with 
which hee "fd from 
that inacceſhible Caſtle 
where hee was dctained 


G3 with 


— 
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| 


wath his ſonne Icarus 3 
priſoner. 

The Morall, cannot 
but give matter of note 
and application : carus 
the ſonne, betokens, or 
may betoken the inca- 
pacitic of mens bodies, 
and Dexdalus the quick- 
nefle of minde , both 
which being the one 
with the other 1mpriſc- 
ned, the one, which is 
the body, perſonated in 
learns, for want of mode- 
ration fals into the at- 
tempt of eſcape : the o- 
ther, which is the mind, 
patern'd in D edalvs,con- 
quets adverſity by flying 
from 


: 
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his extremities , O'ren | 
trials are but as many 
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from it, in bearing it: 
Medio tutifS:mum ner; | he 


ſuperat ferendo , truumphs 
on the rigour of impri 
lonment by rhe frec- | 


dome ofa noble mirdc. 


145 | 
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To a man armed 1 | 


often praiſes, and every 
triall gives a ſeverall 
crowne of commen- 


dation, in bearing ma- | 


ny troubles with one and 
the ſelfe-ſame refolu- 


tion. 


What can (if a man 
rightly conſider) bee a 


| 8 lefſe puniſhment for 4 
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all, than mpriſonment ? 


reat er for any fault at 


in which it is lawful 
to uſe the benefit of all 
thoſe five ſenſes, where- 
in he may rake as much 
comfort, as if hee en-) 
joyed the common aire. 
Impriſonment gives a 
faire ſtop, to runne 0-! 
ver the whole world of 
thoughts : it retires the 
mindeto a more ſerious 
Meditation of what is! 
moſt needfull to be me-! 
ditated on : it gives large 
roome to remember all 
erroprs that have beene 
paſt, and to intend any 
reformation that is to: 
Come : 


GS wy ca VIS co Y9% 
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come : it ſtops the eare 
from hearing the cla- 
mours of the day, and 
hinders the eye from ſce- 
ingthe vanities of folly, 
Impriſonment 15 2 CON 
remplative Ph:loſophre ; it 
is an armour of proofe 
againſt the battery of 
carnall {beriie, it will 
reach to know what is 
good, it will teach to 
know how to bee good ; 
and being rightly ap- 
plied , En lend 
Inſtruction, whereby 4 
wiſe man may tread-the 
readie path that leads to 
immortalitie, 

' If the uſe of inpri- 


—_— 
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ſonment bee but onely a 
littlengade uſe of, irwill 
bee found- that rhere 15 
no meanes under the or- 
dinances of Heaven {0 
availeable for a man to! 
conſider the miſcric of | 
oreatneſle, as the fee- 
ling the miſerie ( 
ns) of impri- 
ſonment. | 

Men, accompanied | 
with the imployment | 
' | of worthy thoughts, arc 
never lefle idle than 
when they are alone, ne- 
ver - more ſeriouſly bu- 


fied, than when they are | 
only buſicd, (and have! | 
C& 


with 0 


time {o to bee buſicd ) 


| 


| 


| 
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with remembring that 
they are men : mot that 
ſuch a remembrance 
ſhould caſt them lower 
than the conſideration 
of frailtic,but raiſe them 
higher than the acting 
of follyznot to depreſlc 
the motions perſwa- 
ding Temperance, but 
70 reific the perſivali- 
ons moving to vertue : 
He is ſtronger that con- 
quers his owne paſhons. 
than hee that after win- 
ning many Countreyes, 
decomes a ' paſſionate 
conquerour. 

The life of imfſtm 
ion is reading .. at 


| 


| 
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leiſure. the life of rea-! 
ding, and a retired re« 
ſtraint the life of leiſure: 
which reſtraint 1s onely 
terrible in being called 
impriſonment. One that 
for- a great ſumme of| 
money would pledge; 
himſelfe to live in a, 
chamber, a yeare or two, 
or ſeven, will not thinke: 
{auch an indurance a mi-! 
ſcry , becauſe: the ho 
of gaine doth leflen 
or rather annitnlate the 
ſeveritic of that injuns 
Gon; 

Miſerable men, and 
Miſerable mankind that 
will undertake fuch an 


2 —— 


aMicion 
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| 


| poſſeſſed, and yer will 


oftheir remporal eſtates 
which being impoſed 
for the- bettcring of the 
eſtate of their reaſon 
and judgement, they ac- 
count inſufferable. Baſe- 
neſle of Naturethar ſuf- 
fers thatfor greedineſle, 
which being had, is not 
certaine one houre to be] 


affliction for Nine 


in the ſame kinde for- 
goe that which being 
once poſleſt is never 
loſt ; O the furniture 
of the minde, which be- 
ing indeed the true la- 
ſting and onely beſt ri-' 
ches ! Varietic of books 


CO """—— 4 
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arc 
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tion : It I beea priſo 


wich my Library, or 
(port with my thoughts, 
l1nce one being lcar-| 
ned, will prove ſure 1n- 
aructers, the latter be- 
ing Noble, worthy dc-| 
lights. 
A man that 15 reſtrai 
ned from libertic, hath 
the libertie of retaining 
his owne ' worthineſle, 
as worthily may be ſeenc 
in Maſim'[/a, who be- 
ing made captive to 
Scipio , told him , Tho 
wi | 


—— 
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| 


are ſweet companions)! 
and/ plentie- of noble! 
thoughts happie recrea- 


| 


r, I will cither talke 


| 
| 


| 
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muſt $S C1P1 0 (quoth 
hee) enjoy the benefit of 
thy fortune, by taking (rom 
mee my life, or of thy mer- 
cie, by looſing my bonds : 
Take my lite thoutreeſt 
mee from bonds, free 
mee from bonds , thou 
bindeſt mee in bonds 
of love; but if thou let- 
teſt mee live a captive, 
know SCG1P1 © Ihave 
a heart thar did never , 
nor evercan fcele ſervile 
captivitie. 

It is certaine that ſuch 
as (ce their friends in 
bondage and in durance, 
who have Noble minds, 
ſee them, and ſee them 


153 
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Impriſonment 15 an cx- 


cellent preparation to 
goodneſle, finceever af- 


ter, inall fortunes, a m: in) 
that hath beene a priſo-/ 
ner may know by him- 


manceſtate is tothe brit- 
tleneſſe of alteration; 


- 134 | The Golden Meane. 
_ _ Ka t : they ſee them = 
|\men, bur not as they are, 
{more than men, 


ſelfe hoy ſubje& a hu-! 


and hee thatr- doth not 


muchamend his crrours! 
by this kinde of triall, is 


[neither deſtined to be An 


attemptor of any nota- 

ble vertue, or a defirer of 
any vertuous note, It 13 
a milde Tutor, rotcach 


as 


mt 
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as well how to governe 
as how toſerve , tor hee 
who can ſerve adverlt- 
tiewith meekneſle, can 
ide proſperitic with 
[diſcretion, 


(hath herein great cauſc 
to finde his friend, for 
ſuch as are ingaged in a 
[promiſe of love, that 
ovesnot the perſ@n for 
his fortune, will ſhew| 


not his misfortune, be- 
cauſe they love his per- 
ſon. The ſaying is old, 
\and verified in this age 
of the World, That 4 


He whois a priſoner, | 


| 


' man may have many friends 
_” ond 


155 


Ce ee ee ee 


156 


The G olden Meane . 


b — — —— — ES 


and yet L ule friendſhip 
but here a man hall 
{oone bee taught to di- 
ſtinguiſh the diflerence 
betwcene friendſhi p and 
friends, although it 15 
not to 'bee urged that 
therefore it 15 "fit that 


[every one who would 


know truly his friends, 
ſhould make himſelfe, 
or be made a priſoner; 
but that every one being 
a priſoner ſhould then 
have fit time to know 
how he 1s eſteemed. 
Impy! ſonment | is nor of 
fuch vertue in it felfe 
that men ſhould ſceke 


tobe priſoners, thereby 
ro 
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ro be happie, but being 
by caſualty enforced up- 
on any, the uſe thereof 


may bee fo happie, that 
hee who is impriſoned 
may not thinke himſelte 
miſerable. 


followed by the memo- 
y of ſome evill a&, 
though hee have his bo- 
dieat libertie, yet is (till 
mpriſoned in the guilt of 


his minde. So he that 


reformeth the crooked- 


neſſe of his condition, 
by the imitation of 
—_ though his 
odie bee impriſoned , 
liath by the ſelfe-ſame 
realon 


_ _—O—  — C—— - —_ 
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Even as he who being 
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|then being free, though 


— 


Tealon the freedome- of 
the mande. 
More excellent far it 


Jayle of Opinion, than 
out of the Jayle of nd«- 
rance. The minde cail- 
not feele bondage , ex- 


much unworthinefle,and 


is, and mach moreto be} 
wiſhed, tobe out of the! 


cept it be made {ervileto 


the body be laden w:th 


heart triumpheth over 
that tyranny which im- 


3m them, by being 
s 


htned from ſuch a 
burden by a ſingular mo-/ 
deration: if I be impri- 
ſoned,' 


—— — 


many heavie chaines, the! 
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I die, I will be affured of, 
'the beſt, which is free- 


| of health but not woun- 
| ded to the haſtening of 
death :\ 


ſoned, I will expe the 
worſt, which is death, i 


dome ; treedome as well 
of my ſoule froma wea- 
ried bodice, as of my bo- 
die from a weariſome 
priſon. 

[mapriſonment 18 a gen- 
tle Conſe not to kill, 
but to chaſten the pati- 
ent : andas men natural- 
ly proud may bee hum- 
bled, but will never be 
humble , ſo men of a 
meeke condition may be 
launced for the recovery 


| 


| Of Death. 
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death : which a Wile 
and Noble man, well 
fore-caſting , may arme 
'himſeltc againſt reputed 
miſcries, and amongſt 
them all,againſtthis one 
of Impriſonnen: , that 
whenſoever it ſhould 
| come to him, it ſhould 
| come to him rather to 
| exerciſe , than to over- 
' throw him. 


| 


Finally,amongſt ſuch 
| men, whoſereaſon 1s ©- 


\Deab ir by Nature ,| 


Death is reckoned for a' 
miſery, and 13 to them a} 
miſery indeed ; butto 0. 


ed guided by the ref1- 


ned light of judgement : 


 _=._ 


—— 


—o-OA4_ _ OI _ I. ee 


| 


| 


| The Golden Meane, \ 16 1 | 


it 4s eſteemed ( as It 15) 
the only remedy and {e- 
cureſt caſc againſt ma1- 
(ery. 

Death to a wiſe man 
cannot come unlooked 
for, nor to a good man 
unwiſht for : ſince the 
wiſc, knowing that _ 
muſt die, know likewiſe 
that Reſolution 15 the beſt 
comfort to welcome 


Death, and the good be- | 


ing confident of their 
owne innocencies,defirc 
the change of a better 
life, 


| Hethatwill overcome 


afMiction by ſuffcrance, 
bearecalamity with cou- 


em —_— 
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rage , weary out feare 
with hope, let him be re- 
ſolute, that the worſt of 
trials is Death , and for 
that bee armed whenſo- 
ever it ſhallcomeand be 
ready toimbrace it, 

Ita Noble or a Wile 
man, after disfavour © 
his Prince,negle@ of his 
Countrey, forfeiture of 
his Eſtate, baniſhment 
from his Friends, impri- 
ſonment of his Perſon, 
or any other eſteemed 
extreames bee threatned 
with the lofſe of his 
head,or execution in any 
manner,certainlyhe hath 
great cauſe to nor | 
wr 


— 
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for hee is not worthy to | 

ſe any end of his ſor- 

_ who is not prepa- 
red to _ it with a 


gx”! fr end of all for- 


rowes is Death,ifthe par- 
tie to diebe truly recon» 
ciled to his ,and to 
his conſcience. 

- o_ was once ſaid 


<A _—_ - 


cath was only 
| ered, becauſe we know 
not what it is, for who 
hath come from thedead 
to informe us either of 
{|/the eaſe in ſufferi =_ 
"the joy- after {i ol 
'fTo this I ſhould th 
| H _ 


——_— 


| #64 | The Golden Meane, | | 


that the very doubt it 
elf s areſolution tothe ; 
doubt :for who can fcareff 
that which bee knowes i 
not, yea ratherhe wil nothYt, 
know death for that heefft! 
feares t, Amanwhois8d 
toloſe one of his þ 2 
no doubt but imaginetht] 
the paine in lofing,to ex-Yh 

the, paine which ata 
the inftant he feeletb, yerſt! 
having his hand cut off, Bf 
within ſhort time Jn 
was. 
By the ſight oFancfir 
thers lofſe of a member, ſt] 
| let us remember that inflt! 
Death we feele no more fic 


An 


ee ee tl 


ef The Goldey Meaxe. 


in being ſungdred| 
he Grab IX all es 


are aphere ane (hop 
ein the of one. It zs 


2thto bee confeſſed, that if 
ceflthe weight of our miſ- 
is deeds torture us whenwe 
ds,Yare to leavethe world and 
thilthat we bave not {et.the 
x-Shouſhold of 'our ſoules 
atHand bodies inorder 


Tlthe cauſe ,is otherwiſe, 
for hee is notto bee. bla- 


F 66 
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— 


'ſelfe is , reſt, calc, 


F 


of wiſe men, the happi- 


| nefle, ſo ſhould Death 
knore perſe ly finiſh the 


ments the conſcience: |ll/ 


otherwiſe Death in it | 


men, the comfort : 


t 
nefſe of Noble-men. Þ|( 
The old Poets did fir- 4 
ly faine Death ty be the} 
childe of the Night, and ly 
Sleepe to bee the Sifterſſi* 
— Death , wiſely inclu- - 
ng, that as - ht and} 
SS wrap up all in ſtil. 


joy , 'lixe the hope of 


ﬆ 


courſe of evils, by bury-F 
ingthem in a grave, 
ver to ariſe, 


And no. doubt, but 


here 
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herein Death and Night 
have much afthnity, that 
as the Night is feartull, 
Foccauſedarke;bur fivect, 
decaule. giving reſt : So 
is Death 1n his ſhadow 
(which 1s the night of 0- 
pinion) beforeit comes, 
tull of horrour , but in 
ſubſtance-( which 1s the 
quickening to a better 
lite) when it comes, full 
ff joyes. 288 
1.4 Jt may bee here obje- 
«{t<d,that todic for ſome 
ſuppoſed offence by an 
he _— ; 
forced Death, is tcan- 
4 lous,and thereforemi- 
" ſcrable. 
ud But it may be an{we- 
jr 3 red, 


0” — 
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red, that ſuck an objeRi- 
on betokens but the feare 


of frailtie, For if itbee 
examined, we muſt con- 
feſle that the houre of 
\ Death, even to them that 
moſt look for and defire 
it,is uncertaire, and they 
canyot be ſoprovided at 
an inſtant, as others, that 
know the inſtant when 
they ate to ſuffer.” 

| Herein men deftined 


(£0 death for ſome offence, 


dre(ds it may ſeem) more 
happie in their end, that 
thev are unhappy intheir 
diſorder of living; that 
hath brought them to 
thatend, 


__ Meng 


— —— 
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Men,appointed to die, 
knowing, the time cer- 
caine, have more reaſon, 
and nodoube dOC accot- 
dingly fit themſelves to 
forſake and caſt off all 
thoſe parts and thou "= 


that Lint + make t 


only dreame of a dying 
time , bur not reſolving 
that they draw neare to 
the rime, are many times 
ſuddenly taken in the 
fulnefſe of their filthi- 
neſſe, and in the high 
tide of —_—_— — 
pleaſures or abuſes : and | 
here ſurely betweene the 


| manner of dying, the laſt 


-mortall.,than others iv = | 


H 4 1s 
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Sn 


is moſt fearfull,fince the 
former, knowingthe mi- 
nute inwhich they areto| 
depart from the world, 
doe by the ſtroke of Ju- 
ſtice enjoy that benefit 
which wile and good 
men doe in mercy figh 
and hope for. 

Death 18a happie Ha- | 
ven,and men ſhipwrackt 
inthe Sea of this carth 
cannot bur cover it : it is 
a ſafe Inneand men poa- 
ſting in the journeyes of 
wearineſſe, cannot but 
lceke -: Ir is a path to 
bleſſledneſle, and fuch as 
aregood will finde it :It 
is a banquet of all good- | 


neſle, 


C_—— 


ct 
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neſſe,and ſuch as be ble{- 
ſed have found it. 

Hee is unworthy to 
live that is not worthy 
enough to dye, and he 1s 
not unworthy todicthat 
hath lived worthily. The 
| woman that demanded 
of [uptter that he would 
| give to her two ſons the 
greateſt happincſle that 
| could be beſtowed from 
heaven on men, had the 
ſamenight her ſons both 
dead, as if rhe: greateſt 
humane felicitic were to 
be freed from being hu- 
mane. 

Toconclude(for ſorne- 


thing hath beene faid of 
#| H 5 
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this before) hee which 
wall wiſely and nobly 
practiſc the obſervation | 
of the Golden Meane, and 
ſhew the greatneſle of 
vertue 1n extremes, mult 
keepe truce with his pal- 
lions, and prepare his 
courage with this reſo» | 
lation, that Miſery is no ; 
Miſery + for that is on- 
ly a Miſer which 1s la- 
ſing, a _ thought ſo: | 
and reputed , Miſery is 
not laſting, becauſe death 
out-weares it ; is not. 


will finiſh it : in the re-/ 
folvingoi the one, VViil- 
dome will prove a b 
le 


— 


thought (© becauſe death | 


| 


other miſcrics which 


ble minde, 1n the other 
Noblenefle will patternc 
out a wife man : for mo- 
deration in extremes 
make perfect both. 
After the diſcourle of 
theſ® former ſuppoſed 
miſeries(cotratted with- 
inthe niiber of 11x) might 
likewiſc be added certain 


both might and doe nor 
ſeldome happen to gfeat | 
perſonages ; astn be de- 
prived of all hope of 
continuing their fami- 
lies, in ſeeing an end of 
their race and houſes in 
their owne perſons. But 


I —_— 


\confidering this, this 45 


no] 
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Orher mi- !- 
ſeries that 
{on crimes ! + 


happen, | 


A 
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no miſery , unlefle wee! 
ſhould ſtrive againſt a 
power , which would 
prove madneſle without 
remedy,and fooliſhneſle 
without pity.Solikewiſc 
the ucevenreſle of match! 


qs* with partners, whoſc | 
A 


amongſt great perſona-| 


ntonneſle is fomrimes | 
,- cauſerthat many No-| 
ble houſes run to decay. 
Bur to this, as it hath' 
beene ſaid before, thoſe 
things concerne us not, | 
which we our ſelves doe! 
notand the weakneſle of | 
frailty is to bee winked 
at, or being ſeene not to 
be noted by the courage | 
of 


-" 


of wiſedome. Ocher| 
might be inferred which 
fooliſh men thinke mi- 
{cries,burt indeed are not 

they may berather called 
crofles than miſcries,and 
{uch a one as can temper 
himſclfe in the former, 
alrcady ſpoken of, ſhall 
fnde thoſe latter, or any 
(luch like thoſe, bur meere 
trifles, not worthy of rc- 
petition: neitherare they 
to this worke any way 
eſteemed anſiverable to 
have refercnce. 

In the view of what 
hath been ſaid,under the 
titles of a Wiſe and a 
Noble man,are compre- 


h cndcd 
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| 


Fay heads, but in a ſtca-; 


| do;zand Noblenefle con- 
fifteth not orcly in an 


in a prudent tefolution 
what ro doe. 


Noble, are two diſtin 
happineſles ; as different 
and as much dividedthe 
one from the other 
(though ſome few times 
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bended all men, of all 
legrees and fortunes, 
whoſe vertues dot make 
them wiſe; as their wiſe» | 


dome doth rhake them: 


Noble. For wiſedome! 
confiſteth not onely in} 


e providence how to 


Honourable race, but 


To be wiſe, andto be 


they\ 


_— — 


= UW OY 5 wy OX Cp 


I 
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they meet in one parti- 
cular ) as Goodneſſe and | 
Greatieſſe, as Fortune and 
Verme, as a King and a 
Tyrant, 

There are many Nobk, 
which are ſtrangers to 
Wiſedome : but not any 


| 


wi. 4 


|—— 


Wiſewho is notallyed to 
Noblenefſe. Mens mindes 
are {o _— NOW-2- 


=daycs impoyluned with 


the love of yeelding to 
their naturall infirmaties, 
as they will not ack now- 
ledge deſer; $ohave equa- 
litie and partage with 
Authorize. - mch man 

rchaſing dignity, is 
undcubredly 4 a 


Es 


perf 
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perfet man, for otherwiſe 
(fayes the common de-. 
ceived opinion) it.1s 1m- 
poſſible (without much 
\merit ) that hee could 
have attained to-ſuch an: 
height of reſpet, And 
this 1s ſurely to bee la-; 
mented, . that vanitie 
ſhould ( not ſeldome ) 
riſe tothe titles of Nobles 
while {dome fals from 
the. titles, whercin and 


: 
: 


whereby, it hath beene| | 
| once ennobled. | 
For as every man 15 a | 
little Common-wealth in| Þ 
| himſelfe,vell ordered, if| F| 
his aQAions and intents] I/ 
be ordered by a diſpoſi-| I| 

tion! | * 
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tion of _ and mea- 
O 


ning well is every 


pleaſing his owne. iadif- 
cretion over-maſtererh 


turned up-fide downe, 


None otherwile is it in 

ſtate politick, grounded 
by No'le and Yiſe men, 
if the governours there- 
of be therefore indeed 
Noble, becauſe Wie ; elſe 
it cannot be but the ruins 
| of agovernment,the (1ck- 
[neſſe and diſcaſe of a 
| ate, the calamitie and 
| bondage of a people:and 


| ſurely the aftinitic be- 


——.. — 


him., a Common-wealth 


_ where liberty of 


rude, and contemprible. 


a 


rv cene | 


— —— — 


eweene a morall and a 
real} Common-wealth, 
cannot be unneceflarity 
applyed, fince as im the 
Jone,lo inche other, there 
are often references of 
moſt likelineffe: as by 
eminent mMornd- 
ments ofthe proofes of 
Wile men of former a- 
ges, hath and is fuffici- 
ently warranted, 
Now as a #/ſe man 


will with much patience 
ſufker the _ 
ing, comming by indif- 
cles of health , or of 
is fight, or of any other 
weakneſle incident to 
nature, by whith he ſhall 


deſerve 


He re 
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deſerve the comdients. 


not reſiſting whathe'can- 
hotremedy : So much þ 
More will 2 ſe mar pa-| 
tiently undergoe the op- 
preflion of any outward 
mifery,, which is much 


of any ſenſe or member, | 
and ye ſhall heremhike- 
wiſe b& reputed truly} 
Noble, 
It # wot, every ati 


8 


{ON and the mind of eve- 
ry one that harha minde 
'toaR, is limited within 
the precints of rhoſe 
| two humane bleſſings,to 
wit, Wiſdome and Noble- 


tionof a Noble ſþirir by | 


1efſe thanrthelofſe,cither | 
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Ce os 


| 


every one who can att 
bes. y, ſquaring his rcſo- 
may of merit bee inrol- | 


led amongſt rhe memo» 
rable : and bee remems» 


bee truly wiſe , becauſe] 


| Noble : to bc verfeftly| 


|Noble, — wiſe, 


——_— — —_— 


FINIS, 


— 
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eſſe, W Com in informes | | 
the minde, and Noble-' 
nefſe commends the a-' 
tions : infomuch as! 


wiſely, and deliberate 


lution in reſolved ftradi- | 
'\neſſe to both fortupes, 


bred by thedeſertfull to) 


